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When I took office as Idaho’s 30th Governor, I declared this the “Generation of the
Child” to reflect my deep commitment to the future of our children. Since that
time, Idaho has witnessed remarkable advancement in uniting the public and
private sectors to achieve better results for our families and children.

State and local governments play an important role in the education, health and
safety of our children. We must never forget, however, that government is no
replacement for individual initiative and responsibility. Thanks to the visionary
efforts of many dedicated parents, individuals, community organizations,
businesses, and entities of state and local government, we are witnessing a
renaissance in our focus on families and children. I want to thank all Idahoans
who are uniting for this cause.

I am pleased to present this publication that highlights some of the progress made
to ensure Idaho as a place where we can raise healthy, happy, and well-educated
children. We are not creating new government programs. Instead, we are
working to foster a social and political environment in which children and family
issues can be properly addressed.

As you review this document, you will find that we have made significant
progress. Public-private partnerships have been critical to that success, and they
will continue to be important as we strive to enhance our resources further and to
ensure that no Idaho child is overlooked.

I would like to thank all organizations and individuals who have contributed to
this publication. We have accomplished much and our work continues. As
guardians of this next generation, I call upon all Idahoans to renew their
commitment to our future and to our children.

Sincerely,

DIRK KEMPTHORNE

GOVERNOR

A Message from Dirk Kempthorne
Governor of Idaho
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Governor Dirk Kempthorne’s

‘Generation of the Child’ Continuum
“It is not sufficient to declare this the ‘Year of the Child.’  We must
declare it the ‘Generation of the Child’ to reflect our deep commitment to
them and to our own future.”

—Governor Dirk Kempthorne
Inaugural Address, January 1999

“All these efforts are an investment. It’s an
investment in our children, because those children
then become our adult population, and before we know
it, they will become the decision-makers.”

—Governor Dirk Kempthorne
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The Governor’s Coordinating Council
for Families and Children

“We have an outstanding group of Idahoans dedicated to strengthening the family and improving
the lives of our children.  There are some tremendous things happening all over Idaho, and this
Council will share ideas, visions and solutions to strengthen our communities and families.”

—Governor Dirk Kempthorne
August 28, 2000

H

H
H

H
HGovernor Kempthorne established the Governor’s

Coordinating Council for Families and Children
by an executive order issued in April 2000. The

Council is an integral part of the “Generation of the
Child” Initiative. The purpose of the Council is to
improve the well being of families and children by
building partnerships, improving services and creating
public awareness.

Governor Kempthorne appointed First Lady Patricia
Kempthorne and Dr. Jerry Hirschfeld, Administrator of
St. Luke’s Children’s Hospital in Boise, to serve as Co-
Chairs of the Council. There are 45 members on the
Council representing a variety of disciplines and
geographic areas in Idaho.

In his executive order, Governor Kempthorne set six
objectives for the Council:

1. Maintain a comprehensive inventory of resources
and programs serving families and children in Idaho.

2. Facilitate communication among individuals and
organizations providing services to families and
children.

“This is the first time where people from different
occupational backgrounds with different interests, and
from both the public and private sectors, are coming
together to work on their common concerns about

children and families in Idaho, outside of agency to
agency, but rather interest to interest.”

—Lindy High, Idaho Department of Education
Member of the Governor’s Coordinating Council

for Families and Children

3. Work with organizations/agencies/individuals to
identify gaps in services to families and children.

4. Work with agencies/organizations/individuals to
develop consistent, accurate, and timely collection
and reporting of data to provide comprehensive
statistical measurements on Idaho’s families and
children.

5. Develop strong state and local partnerships to foster
and support results-based community programs.

6. Create a statewide awareness of the importance of
healthy families and children.

Members of the Council represent Idaho’s seven regions
and include individuals from the Legislature, the
judiciary, non-profit organizations, the Tribes, the
departments of Health and Welfare, Education and
Juvenile Corrections, youth, the clergy, minority groups,
the media, private foundations, businesses, universities,
and parents.

To learn more about the Governor’s Coordinating
Council for Families and Children, visit
www2.state.id.us/FirstLady/council.html.
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Governor’s Roundtables for Families and Children
“This Roundtable brings together a strong grassroots initiative where the government’s role is
not to tell you what to do, but for you (the participants) to tell us what you need.”

—Governor Dirk Kempthorne
Governor’s 1 st Annual Roundtable for Families and Children, April 2000

Initiative. The Second Annual Roundtable brought
together nearly 400 Idahoans with its central theme:

“linking issues to
solutions, resources to
resources, and people to
people in the Spirit of
Collaboration.”

Roundtable participants discussed future Council
developments, shared expertise, and learned new ways
of collaboration. Those who attended participated in
discussions by region and by discipline on specific
issues concerning Idaho’s families and children.

Participants generated a list of statewide issues and
recommended these issues to the Council as priorities
identified in Idaho communities. At the request of the
Governor, the Council has prioritized that list and
named substance abuse, mental health/health care, and
early learning/education as areas to be addressed on
behalf of Idaho’s families and children.

More than 350
people from
around the state

working on behalf of
families and children
attended the Governor’s
First  Annual Roundtable
for Families and Children

“The collaborations facilitated by the Governor’s creation of the Coordinating
Council and the annual Roundtables on the ‘Generation of the Child’ have had
multiple impacts around the state. They have brought attention to and awareness of
many issues that adversely impact our families and children—learning disabilities is
one example. These collaborations have promoted the importance of local needs
assessments and community-based interventions. They have created powerful
connections among an array of perspectives, beliefs, politics, and expertise on the
importance of improving the lives/livelihood of Idaho’s families and children.”

—Hildy Ayer, The Lee Pesky Center for Learning Enrichment
Member of the Governor’s Coordinating Council for Families and Children

in April 2000. The purpose of the Roundtable was to
establish the direction for the Governor’s Coordinating
Council for Families and Children, inventory resources,
and develop partnerships between state and local
communities. Participants learned firsthand about the
process of collaboration and successful models of
community partnerships.

In addition to its on-going initiative efforts, the
Governor’s Coordinating Council for Families and
Children sponsored the Governor’s Second Annual
Roundtable for Families and Children as part of
Governor Kempthorne’s “Generation of the Child”

The Governor’s Coordinating Council for Families and Children

J
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‘Brightest Stars Awards’

The Governor’s Coordinating Council for
Families and Children helped Governor
Kempthorne, in cooperation with the

Association of Idaho Cities, develop the “Brightest Stars
Awards” in 2001. These awards recognize individuals,
businesses, and organizations in Idaho that make a
difference in the lives of Idaho’s families and children.
Idaho’s adults and youth are invited to make
nominations through their local mayor’s office.

Mayors select three finalists—an individual, a business
and an organization—to represent their community in
the statewide awards campaign. Each finalist receives a
“Brightest Stars Certificate” from the Governor. Three
$5,000 awards are given each year to an Idaho
individual, organization, and business. Charitable
foundations, which prefer to remain anonymous,
contributed the prize money to fund the awards for
five years.

“I am deeply impressed by ordinary
citizens doing extraordinary things in
life. It takes great effort. That’s why I
am happy to applaud the Governor’s
‘Brightest Stars Award’ recipients.
They’re the real story.”

—Adam West,  television star  (Batman)
and resident of Ketchum

2001 ‘Brightest Stars’ Committee Member

“The opportunity to work with the Governor’s Coordinating Council puts the spotlight where it
belongs—on the ‘Generation of the Child.’ And we are excited to announce the first of many of
Idaho’s ‘Brightest Stars’—the people, groups and businesses who prove over and over again that
Idaho’s children are our future. And what we do today will make a difference for tomorrow.”

—Vickie Holbrook, Editor, Idaho Press Tribune, Nampa
2001 ‘Brightest Stars’ Committee Member

“Children and families have an innate potential to be
successful and form the infrastructure of the
common good.  This achievement is buffered by many
disciplines that can enrich or impoverish this potential
outcome.  It is not a matter of which area we need to
concentrate upon to make our children the best they
can be; every element from education to health care,
financial security to political empowerment, nurturing
families to supportive communities must contribute

their best measure to provide the best environment to mentor present
and future families to define the best society.”

—Dr. Jerry Hirschfeld, St. Luke’s Children’s Hospital Administrator
Co-Chair of the Governor’s Coordinating Council for Families and Children

The Governor’s Coordinating Council for Families and Children
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Governor’s Coordinating Council E-Newsletter

The Governor’s Coordinating Council for
Families and Children E-Newsletter was
created in 2001 as a mechanism to communicate

and collaborate instantly with people across the state
about issues and events that affect Idaho’s families and
children. It allows Idahoans in every corner of the state
timely access to information about what is happening
in the state and in their communities. Weekly
submissions from individuals and organizations are
accepted by the Governor’s Coordinating Council for
distribution via the newsletter.

Coupled with the use of computers by individuals in
their place of business, the E-Newsletter has the
potential to reach an overwhelming majority of
Idahoans. Within just a few months after its launch, the
E-Newsletter served more than 450 Idaho recipients. To
receive the E-Newsletter, contact gcc@hornsales.com.

A key benefit of the E-Newsletter is its ability to link
users to web-based applications. By linking with
“Access Idaho’s” web site—named by the Council of
State Governments for 2000 the “best all around state
government web site”— Idahoans can communicate
quickly and easily at any level of government. They

can use the web as a research tool to find out whom to
contact about an issue or to learn more about an issue
brought to their attention through the E-Newsletter or
the Coordinating Council’s web site.

The E-Newsletter places Idaho’s families and children at
the forefront of a growing state and national trend
toward the personal use of information technology.

The following is an example of an entry on the E-
Newsletter about a volunteer event in southwest Idaho:

“For the fourth year, the non-profit agencies of Tech Corps
Idaho and AMCEO Inc. are sponsoring the national event
of ‘Make a Difference Day’ in SW Idaho. Space will be
available to agencies for exhibiting information on child
health and safety programs and health screenings. Free
immunizations will be offered to infants and toddlers
attending the event.”

‘Access Idaho’
H The Gem State has a gem of a web site. “Access

Idaho” won the National E-Government Leadership
award, receiving recognition as the best all-around
state government web site by the Council of State
Governments for 2000, out of 200 other applicants.

H In 2000, Idaho ranked 13th nationally for its
progress in providing citizens with electronic access
to government.

H “Access Idaho” was recognized as one of the top 50
civic-oriented web sites for 2001 by Civic.com.

“This is a great communiqué! I’m sending
information about this E-Newsletter to
other stakeholders who are committed to
improving families and children. Keep good
things rolling.”
—Jim Rehder, Idaho Department of Correction, Orofino

“The Governor’s Coordinating Council for Families and Children has provided focus and identified
the critical unmet needs of Children and families in our state. With this common focus, non-profits,
government and the business sector are working collaboratively to more effectively and efficiently
meet these needs. We are still just getting started, but the future is full of promise for Idaho to
become the model state in caring for our children and enabling our families to be successful.”

—Jim Everett, CEO, Boise YMCA,
Member of the Governor’s Coordinating Council for Families and Children

The Governor’s Coordinating Council for Families and Children
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“If you seek the promise of a bright
future, look into the eyes of a child.”

—Governor Dirk Kempthorne

Infants and Children
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The Idaho Millennial Baby Birth Keepsake
A Project of the Healthy Mothers,
Healthy Babies Coalition of Idaho

Launched in partnership with Governor Kempthorne and Idaho’s
First Lady, the Millennial Birth Keepsake Project supports the
Healthy Mothers, Healthy Babies Coalition of Idaho, Inc. This

non-profit organization promotes activities and projects that affect the
health of Idaho’s children and those who care for them. The coalition
honors Idaho’s most valuable resource…children.

Children born during the Millennial year can be honored with the
purchase of this frameable, personalized keepsake, and proceeds help
support programs for mothers and children in Idaho.

As of September 2001, the Coalition sold 800 keepsakes generating
funds for six small grants that support health education projects
promoting the well being of Idaho’s young children. Past Coalition
grants have helped fund a variety of projects, including:

H St. Luke’s Rural Connection training for obstetrical nurses

H Terry Reilly Health Services teen parenting classes

H Education about Shaken Baby Syndrome

The Coalition supported the Early Years Conference in
November 2001 and is sponsoring a presentation on
the link between mothers’ oral health and low birth
weight babies at the February 2002 Idaho Perinatal
Winter Conference for prenatal health care providers.
Other 2002 focus areas include:

H Prematurity prevention

H Protection of at-risk children

H Breastfeeding promotion and support

H Education of key organizations and groups about
issues important to the health of Idaho’s women,
infants, and young children
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Special Supplemental Nutrition Program
for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC)

Early Childhood Information Clearinghouse
Brighter Futures for Idaho’s Kids

The bilingual Early Childhood Information
Clearinghouse is an award-winning
web site developed by the Idaho

Department of Health and Welfare in
October 1998. Its objective is to provide a
single information access point for
parents and caregivers of young
children. The focus is on a child’s first
three years. The web site provides
information on active parenting,
childcare, early learning, health and
wellness, immunizations, protecting
children, and special needs. Topics

include information, for example, on newborn testing
for a healthy baby, children’s eye health and safety,

the Idaho Safe Haven Act, and National
Grandparents Day. The Clearinghouse

provides articles about child
development, current practices and
research, and links to other web sites in
Idaho and to national programs.

To find the Clearinghouse go to
www.idahochild.org and look for the
blue and yellow Brighter Futures for

Idaho’s Kids logo.

The Idaho Department of Health and Welfare
administers the USDA’s Special Supplemental
Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and

Children (WIC) by contracting with local Health
Districts and Indian Health Services. WIC serves
infants and children under five years of age and low-
income women who are pregnant, breastfeeding, or
postpartum.

WIC’s goal is to improve the health of women, infants,
and children by providing at no cost:

H Nutritious supplemental food—WIC works
with more than 250 grocery stores across Idaho to
provide nutritious foods to participants.

H Nutrition education and breastfeeding
promotion and support—Nutrition education
is tailored to meet the needs of an individual or
family and includes education on food budgeting,
healthy nutrition during pregnancy, breastfeeding,
and smart snacks for toddlers. Educational materials
are available in English and Spanish.

H Referral to health care services—WIC
informs all participants about immunizations,
substance abuse, dental health, and other services.

H Coordinate community activities—Each WIC
agency works closely within its local community to
coordinate activities to provide free books for
children, immunizations through WIC clinics, free
dental screenings, and breastfeeding initiatives
through local breastfeeding promotion councils.

In 2001, more than 32,000 Idahoans were served each
month in 68 WIC clinics across the state. Through WIC,
services were provided each month to more than 7,500
pregnant, breastfeeding, or postpartum women, 7,500
Idaho infants (about
40 percent of all
infants born each
month in Idaho), and
17,000 Idaho
children under five
years of age.
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Immunizations

Immunizations has been a cornerstone of Governor
Kempthorne’s “Generation of the Child” Initiative.
To help ensure that more Idaho children from birth

to 35 months receive the full complement of
vaccinations recommended by pediatricians, Governor
Kempthorne successfully pushed for the creation of a
voluntary  immunization registry program that sends
reminders to parents when shots are due. The
computerized system allows parents to enter their
children and their immunization histories into a secure
database, only accessible to the family doctor, hospitals,
and health districts. The registry is strictly voluntary. It is
the parent who makes the decision to participate in the
registry, and they can decide to opt out.

H In 1999, Governor Kempthorne set a goal of reaching
a 90 percent immunization rate for Idaho children
under the age of 3. The Legislature supported the
Governor by approving Senate Bill 1183, establishing
the voluntary statewide immunization registry.

H The registry, known as the Immunization Reminder
Information System or IRIS, was launched in
August 2000.

H Governor Kempthorne declared April 2001 Idaho
Infant Immunization Month.

H One year after IRIS was launched, more than 93,000
infants and children were enrolled—35,400 of them
were under the age of 3.

H As of October 2001, the records of more than 74
percent of Idaho children under the age of 2 had been
added to the registry. All seven state health districts
are linked to the statewide registry.

H Three of Idaho’s seven health districts have an
immunization rate of 90 percent or above for their
two-year-old clients as of fall 2001.

H Two of Idaho’s six community migrant health centers
have an immunization rate of 90 percent or above for
their two-year-old clients as of fall 2001.

H Governor Kempthorne signed into law the Public
Health Services appropriations bill that included the
Governor’s requested $500,000 to increase
immunizations and fully fund the purchase of
chicken pox vaccines.

H As of December 2001, IRIS contain ed more than
116,000 patient records and more than  1,130,000
vaccinations.

“Not only do immunizations keep children
from contracting debilitating diseases, but
making sure all children have this
protection is essential for ensuring Idaho
has the healthy work force it needs for
the future.”

—Governor Dirk Kempthorne

“When you think of a generation you must think of the very first
days, from birth forward. One of the key parts of that has to be
the immunization of that child.”

—Governor Dirk Kempthorne
March 25, 1999
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Idaho Immunize By Two Coalition

The Idaho Immunize By Two Coalition is a statewide
collaboration of citizens, public and private health care
organizations, childcare agencies, nurses, physicians, and public

policymakers working together to decrease mortality and morbidity
among children 0–24 months of age from vaccine-preventable disease.
The Coalition works to reduce barriers and increase services for
immunizations by linking and maximizing resources. With community
collaboration, Immunize by Two provides parent and provider
education, advocates for important health care issues affecting
immunizations, and promotes IRIS. The coalition serves about 200,000
Idahoans annually. Immunize By Two has distributed more than
200,000 bibs and T-shirts promoting age-appropriate immunization
through providers and public partners.

“Coalitions, health care
providers, health districts,
state agencies, schools,
pharmaceutical companies,
insurers, and service clubs in
communities all over the
state are collaborating this
month on their own “Healthy
kids” celebrations to raise
the level of awareness of the
importance of immunization.”

—Governor Dirk Kempthorne
Idaho Infant Immunization Month

Proclamation, April 24, 2001

The ‘Generation of the Child’
Immunization Internship Project

In conjunction with Idaho’s First Lady, the Idaho Immunization
Program partnered with Idaho State University and Boise State
University to place health-educated graduate students in private

physician offices. The interns help the physicians implement
reminder/recall systems. In 2001, interns were assigned to private
physicians’ offices in southwestern and southeastern Idaho.

“I kept writing ‘John’s shot’
in my planner, then I’d get
busy and move the reminder
to the next day and it would
continue. But when you get
a reminder in the mail, that
makes you get in there, that
makes you get in for your
child’s immunization.”

—Keri Perriogot
Working mother of two, Rupert

“Idaho is to be congratulated
in the efforts being made to
help Idaho’s children. I am
sure the impact of the
investment Idaho is making to
improve infant immunizations
will be realized in the near
future.”

—Lance Rodewald
Immunization Director

Centers for Disease Control, April 2001 IRIS Enrollment
Percent of children birth to 24 months enrolled*

*Based on 2-year cohort of 40,000

H
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Seal Idaho

Governor Kempthorne promoted Seal Idaho
2000 and children’s dental health during his
State of the State address in January 2000. Seal

Idaho 2000 was the largest community dental service
project ever conducted in Idaho. The project goal was
to provide free sealants to all second grade children
who needed them. It was a collaborative effort
between the Office of the Governor, the Idaho State
Dental Association, the Idaho Department of Health
and Welfare and District Health Departments, the
Idaho Dental Hygienists’ Association, schools, Delta
Dental Plan of Idaho, Blue Cross of Idaho, and Oral
Health America. No state funds were used for this service
project.

H For many students, it represented their first trip to
the dentist.

H About 450 dentists volunteered for the project;
many donated $1,000 or more in services.

H A total of 2,880 hours and services worth
$227,000 were donated to the project by Idaho
dentists and their staff.

H Almost 19,000 Idaho second graders received take-
home information about the Seal Idaho 2000
project, the benefits of sealants, and early
preventive dental care.

H About one-third of second graders who didn’t already
have sealants received them free through the project.

H Extensive media coverage was donated to the project
including the airing of a public service announcement
featuring the Governor.

H Donations of sealant material and printing totaled
$57,500.

The Oral Health Program in Idaho’s Department of
Health and Welfare Division of Health continues to
work with local dental societies to continue the sealant
project. To assure that the project reached children most
in need, the 2001 project was targeted to schools with a
high proportion of low-income children.

During school year 2001, dentists in some areas of the
state continued the Seal Idaho project on their own.

Seal Idaho Recap
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“I was impressed with dentists’ willingness to attempt to do a
statewide sealant project. I know firsthand the amount of effort
that organizing a project of this size requires. All reports I have
heard from schools around the state that participated are very
positive. The project was a huge success in our school district.
Parents and students really appreciated getting the sealants and
enjoyed going to the Nampa Recreation Center.”

—Robert Ranells, Superintendent
Bruneau Grandview Joint School District

“We feel it was a
wonderful opportunity
to seal children’s teeth
and provide them with
some preventative care
that they may have not
been able to ever
receive.”

—Comment received from
a Post Falls dentist on the

follow-up survey

HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH
The Caring Foundation

In 2001, the Caring Foundation, a public charity, introduced a
privately-funded program to provide uninsured children with a
complete dental treatment plan, up to $1,000 in a calendar year. The

Caring Foundation will work in cooperation with a variety of state and
local organizations, childcare programs, schools, and other resources to
identify and enroll children in the program. A statewide
expansion of the plan is intended for 2002. To provide these
services, a contract has been established with Columbia
Dental of Idaho. Organizations like the Caring Foundation
demonstrate the vital role the private sector can play in
addressing the health needs of Idaho children.

“When you ask the business
community of this state to help
our children, they enthusiastically
answer the call.”

—Governor Dirk Kempthorne
State of the State Address, 2000

“Oral health has taken a back seat to many other health issues. Good oral health impacts what we
eat, how we interact with people, how we do our jobs or study in school. It affects how we sleep
at night and our self esteem. For children, poor oral health can affect their performance in
school, their social relationships and their actual success in life as they grow older…What you
accomplish today will hopefully brighten the smile of our state for generations to come.”

—Karl Kurtz, Director, Idaho Department of Health and Welfare
2001 Oral Health Summit

Idaho Oral Health Summit

The Idaho Oral Health Alliance held an Idaho Oral
Health Summit in 2001 to create a shared vision for
action among public and private stakeholders in improving access to

dental services for Idaho families and children. Summit participants
included legislators, policymakers, dental and medical health care providers,
business and community leaders, educators and others.

H
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Idaho’s Children’s Health Insurance
Program provides health insurance
coverage to children in working families

with income too high for Medicaid but too
low to afford private family coverage.
Known as CHIP, the program was
implemented in Idaho in October 1997
through an expansion of the state’s
Medicaid program. To participate and ensure
Idaho’s children are presented with quality
health care services, Idaho provides funds
that are matched by the federal government.
Every dollar Idaho spends on CHIP children
is matched with $4 from the federal
government.

Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP)

HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH

Average Monthly CHIP Enrollment

“There’s no better way to make sure Idaho’s children get a good start
in life than by making sure they have good health care. CHIP provides
qualifying families an opportunity to make sure their children get the
health care they need. And with a greater outreach program and a
more streamlined application process, more families are getting their
kids enrolled. Clearly CHIP is a sound investment in Idaho’s future.”

—Governor Dirk Kempthorne

“Our intervention, guidance,
testing, and educating will all
have a direct correlation in
shaping the future of Idaho.
Every child we reach out and
touch, every child we help to
lead a better life is going to
pay off in the future.”

—Karl Kurtz, Director, Idaho
Department of Health and Welfare

 2001 Early Years Conference *Projected The fiscal year (FY) begins July 1 and ends June 31.
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H As part of his “Generation of
the Child” declaration in 1999,
Governor Kempthorne asked
Idaho’s Department of Health
and Welfare to begin a major
initiative to enroll every eligible
Idaho child in CHIP. This broad-
based initiative included
simplification of the enrollment
process and implementation of
new community outreach
programs in the fall of 1999.

H Community partnerships are a
key strategy in the successful
implementation of CHIP. This

Healthy Outcomes for Youth (HOY)

A project of Mountain States Group, Inc., Healthy Outcomes
for Youth (HOY) is part of the Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation’s national Covering Kids initiative. Established in

1999, HOY works to increase low-income children’s enrollment in
available health coverage programs, including CHIP.

HOY works throughout Idaho, and on a more focused basis in the pilot
communities of Kootenai and Canyon counties. A lead organization—
Terry Reilly Clinic in Canyon County and Kootenai Medical Center in
Kootenai County—directs each pilot community’s activities. The
project is advised and assisted at both the statewide and community
level by coalitions that include representatives from state government,
medical providers, businesses, and advocates for children. Project staff
coordinate closely with Idaho Department of Health and Welfare staff
responsible for health coverage programs.

includes a broad-based effort
involving representatives from
the executive and legislative
branches of state government, as
well as agencies that work with
children, local communities, and
leaders from businesses and
health care.

H Collaborative efforts are
definitely paying off for Idaho’s
children. The number of CHIP
children has more than doubled
since November 1999, when
there were 4,354 Idaho children
enrolled in CHIP. In August

2001, the number of children
covered by CHIP had grown to
11,487. That is only part of the
story. Growth in the total
number of children covered by
CHIP and other Medicaid
programs jumped from 57,000 in
November 1999 to more than
94,000 in August 2001.

H The significant increase in
enrollment in the last few years,
is in large part, a result of the
following:

I Simplifying the application
form

I Implementing 12-month
continuous eligibility

I Mail-in applications

I Allowing self-declaration of
income and assets

I Simplifying the renewal
process

H Public education and
community grassroots outreach
efforts have helped boost
enrollment. This includes a
community education campaign
that relays key messages to local
areas. Part of this campaign
includes the coordination of
outreach and education, for
example, with the Idaho
Immunize by Two Coalition,
Healthy Outcomes for Youth,
Idaho Head Start, local schools,
and many other organizations
working with families and
children.

HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH
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Parents as Teachers
“I am recommending to the Legislature the establishment of an aggressive early childhood
development and immunization program. There are excellent programs already in existence. I want to
pursue establishing, statewide, a program that is modeled after Parents as Teachers. This positive
program, that will be strictly voluntary, affirms to parents that they are their children’s first and
best teachers. And it, through a strong public awareness and education program, helps parents
better understand the scientific data that exists on how we can all improve our skills in the area of
parenting. Many states that have implemented this approach have also found a significant drop in
child abuse—which they attribute to this sort of voluntary effort, and public awareness.”

—Governor Dirk Kempthorne
State of the State Address, 1999

Governor Kempthorne’s  “Generation of the
Child”  Initiative and the interest of the
Legislature initiated the University of Idaho

Parent Education Demonstration Project in 1999.
Through Extension services, a voluntary  parent
education program was developed—using the Parents as
Teachers (PAT) curriculum—that helps parents of
young children develop their skills as their children’s
“first and best teachers.”

PAT was originally created as a service to support and
assist parents in their children’s development, prenatal
to age 3. It provides parents with the information and
support they need to give their children the best
possible start in life. PAT programs include personal
visits by a professionally trained parent educator, free
developmental screenings, group meetings on a wide
variety of child rearing topics, and help in finding
resources beyond PAT’s scope.

H The University of Idaho PAT Project is under the
direction of First Lady Patricia Kempthorne, with an
advisory Steering Committee comprised of
representatives from the Office of the Governor,
University of Idaho Demonstration Project, the
Governor’s AmeriCorps Initiative, and United Way’s
Success by Six.

H The University of Idaho PAT project is one of the
largest university involvements in a PAT project in
the nation.

H At the end of the program’s first year, the
Governor’s Office extended the program to children
ages 3–5, recognizing the important role PAT could
play in developing school readiness.

H In March 2001, funds were provided to support a
13th program, (12 were funded in the initial
contract) affording the project better representation
in the northern portion of the state.

H In May 2001, increased funding enabled additional
parent educators to serve more families, including
families from the waiting list.

H The PAT program office collaborated with the Idaho
Department of Health and Welfare’s Infant Toddler
Program to develop an interagency agreement that
supports parent educators and Infant Toddler
Program staff in serving families. Working together,
the two programs can improve services to families in
rural communities.

H The University of Idaho Demonstration Project
includes an evaluation component to determine
how well PAT fits the needs of Idaho families. A
group, including representatives of the Office of the
Governor, Idaho state legislators, the departments of
Education and Health and Welfare, the J.A. and
Kathryn Albertson Foundation, Success by Six, and
the University of Idaho met in early 2000 to begin
identifying evaluation criteria.
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H By the end of 2001, thirty-seven program sites
sponsored by the University of Idaho Parent
Education Demonstration Project, Idaho’s
departments of Education and Health and Welfare,
the J.A. and Kathryn Albertson Foundation, and
United Way’s Success by Six will have been
established throughout the state. More than 1,300
families, and about 1,600 children, are enrolled in
the programs.

 “In working with the Governor’s office, I am very encouraged
about the changes for Idaho’s children. Others working in our
field are encouraged by the energy and support of the
Governor and First Lady. The Governor’s message provides a
focus. He has set very high goals and has supported
opportunities for all of us to strengthen Idaho’s families.”

—Diane Demarest, PAT Demonstration Project Coordinator

“This is a lively research area with lots of high quality work. We are learning new things every
day, so it is a double thrill to have policymakers focusing on child development. Idaho’s
‘Generation of the Child’ Initiative has magnified the state’s role in stepping forward to improve
the quality of life for Idaho’s families and children and has increased our state’s awareness of
the value of children as a resource in Idaho. ”

—Harriet Shaklee, Extension Family Development Specialist, University of Idaho

“As a father, my role  as
a caregiver for two boys
ages 5 years old and 7
months old has been
greatly enriched by the
PAT Program. I only wish
I had the same
information when my
first son was an infant.”

—Father, Whitney

“I appreciate the support
and feedback on my
parenting techniques.
Especially living in a
smaller rural community,
it’s nice to have a
program available to
parents that isn’t limited
to newborns.”

—Mother, Kuna

H The University of Idaho Parent Education
Demonstration Project continues to grow. As of
September 2001, enrollment reached 268 families,
including 45 expectant parents and 26 teen parents.
The total number of children served was 397.
Waiting lists are extensive across the state.

H The Governor’s Office awarded the Demonstration
project funds to extend the program through
August 2002.

“Parent education is vital to strengthening families and
reminding parents that they are their child’s first and most
influential teachers. At the community level, Extension
services continue to fulfill its commitment to promoting the
well being of families and children in Idaho. We are
grateful for their expertise and caring.”

—Idaho’s First Lady Patricia Kempthorne

H
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The Governor’s Parents as Teachers
Family Initiative
AmeriCorps Project

Initiated in September 1999, the Governor’s
Parents as Teachers (PAT) Family Initiative
AmeriCorps Project’s mission is to partner with

host sites providing voluntary  family support and
parent education to the families of Idaho. The initiative
provides information to the Office of the Governor to
assess the effectiveness and success of the Parents as
Teachers program in Idaho.

H AmeriCorps members assist the PAT host sites and
parent educators with many tasks. They make home
visits to help parent educators or read to siblings
who are not part of the program. They plan,
implement, and attend parent group meetings,
coordinate materials, and obtain donations from
their communities to aid families in their areas.

H Some sites choose to train AmeriCorps members as
certified parent educators so they can serve more
families in their area. This is done at the host site’s
expense. AmeriCorps members also organize
community service projects that benefit a broad
range of citizens. Members gain valuable job skills
while obtaining knowledge of child development
and family education during their year of service.

H AmeriCorps members receive a small stipend for
their year of service. On completion of their service
hours, they also receive an education award. Full-
time members receive $4,725. Part-time members
receive $2,363.

H In the first two years of the project, 17 members
completed their year of service and received
education awards. In the 2000–2001 project year,
four members returned for a second term of service.
In the 2001–2002 project year, seven members
returned for a second term of service. AmeriCorps
members may complete two terms of service.

H During the last two project years, AmeriCorps
members helped reach an average of 1,184 families
in Idaho PAT. They attended 477 group meetings
and 488 home visits. They disseminated family
education information by facilitating community
presentations. AmeriCorps members have planned
and implemented more than 70 service projects
using 685 community volunteers. These community
service projects reached thousands of Idaho families
with information and services.

H Funds for this initiative are provided through a
federal grant from the Commission for National and
Community Service. No state general funds are used
for this project. Through corporate donations,
grantees provide 15 percent match money, used for
member stipends. Host sites also provide in-kind
match in the form of supervision, computer usage,
mileage, office supplies, and other AmeriCorps
member expenses. The grantee supplies in–kind
fiscal support.

“Serving as an AmeriCorps member has shown me that each
person can make a difference in the lives of others. We all
have the chance to help build stronger and safer communities.
We just have to scoop up the opportunities as they arise.”

—PAT Initiative AmeriCorps member, served two years

H
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Idaho Head Start
Everyday is a Head Start Day

As of September 2001, Idaho Head Start
programs provided services for 3,725 of
Idaho’s families. In 1999, the Idaho Legislature

directed a portion of the federal Temporary Assistance
for Needy Families block grant toward the expansion of
Head Start programs in Idaho. This funding allowed
Idaho Head Start to reach 221 additional families and
added one classroom to each Head Start program. This
effort, along with Governor Kempthorne’s commitment
to Parents as Teachers, enhanced the services and
resources available to Idaho Head Start’s families and
helped the Head Start community participate in the
Governor’s “Generation of the Child” Initiative.

H For the children—Idaho Head Start is noted for
its individualized approach to quality child
development and school readiness. Services that are
key components of the program include
socialization, health screening, dental and
nutritional care, and mental health services. Head
Start partners with the Idaho Department of
Education to provide quality services to the children
enrolled in the Even Start program.

H For the family—Idaho Head Start recognizes that
parents are the child’s primary teacher. This
important role is strengthened and supported by
assisting families in setting personal goals and
developing parenting skills. The program also
provides adult education, job readiness skills, and
on-the-job training for parent volunteers. Head
Start partners with the Idaho’s Parents as Teachers
program to deliver home visit education
information.

H For the community—Idaho Head Start parents
provide more than $4 million in volunteer services
to the community. The program is a learning site for
college students majoring in Education,
Communication, Social Work, Health, and Social
Science. Parents and staff participate in community
efforts such as “soup kitchens,” “paint the town,”
and “adopt a highway” projects. Parents are more
involved when their child enters school because of
their participation in Head Start.

When a community adds a Head Start program,
funding remains in that community for staff salaries
and benefits, purchase of gasoline for student
transportation and home visits, groceries for children’s
meals, rent for facilities, repairs maintained by local
contractors, and the purchase of playground equipment
and school supplies. Program funding in 2001 offered
about $100,000 per classroom.

H For Idaho—Idaho Head Start brings more than
$20 million into the Idaho economy. It provides a
benchmark for quality preschool and childcare
services and public awareness relating to better early
childhood and childcare systems. In 2001, Head
Start employed 650 full- and part-time workers,
many of whom began as Head Start parents.

H For the future—Idaho Head Start’s benefits to
society are long term. The program saves Idaho
taxpayers $7 for every $1 spent on children enrolled
in the program. Idaho Head Start serves as a
successful prevention program reducing high school
dropout rates, special education placements, and
incidents of child abuse. The program aids in
lowering costs associated with welfare, juvenile
delinquency, treatment, and prisons.
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Idaho Infant Toddler Program

Idaho’s Infant Toddler Program
is a statewide, coordinated
system of early intervention

services for children from birth to
three years of age. The program
benefits children who are
experiencing developmental delays,
are at risk of having a developmental
delay, or have been diagnosed with a
medical condition that may lead to a
developmental delay.

Each family receives individualized
services. Some fill out
questionnaires and receive

information about their child’s
development; some children need
direct services to help them
participate in daily activities; and
some children receive services at
home, in childcare settings, or at a
developmental center. Parents play
an active role in helping decide
what services are appropriate for
their children.

Idaho’s Department of Health and
Welfare is the lead agency in this
interagency system and provides
the following services:

H Developmental Monitoring
and Child Find—As of
September 2001, about 5,750
Idaho infants and toddlers, who
are at-risk of having a
developmental delay, were
enrolled in developmental
monitoring in which parents
receive questionnaires three to
four times a year. District Health
Departments administer this
monitoring program.

H Early Intervention
Services—In 2000, about
2,380 infants and toddlers with
developmental delays,
disabilities, or chronic health
problems, and their families
were served through the
provisions of Individualized
Family Service Plans. The
program has experienced a 30
percent growth in the number
of children served since 1999.
Services provided include special
instruction, speech-language
therapy, physical therapy, and
hearing services.

H Blended Certificate
Approval—Efforts toward a
comprehensive system of
personnel support by the Idaho
Infant Toddler Program include
the approval of a new
educational certificate that
“blends” the curriculum and
practices of Early Childhood
Education and Early Childhood
Special Educators. The State
Board of Education approved

Program Growth, 1996–2000
Cumulative number of children served each year.
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the certificate in 2000, and
developed standards to align
with Idaho’s Maximizing
Opportunities for Students and
Teachers (MOST) effort. The
National Association for the
Education of Young Children
and the Council on Exceptional
Children’s Division of Early
Childhood approved the
certificate in 2001. The J.A. and
Kathryn Albertson Foundation
is providing scholarships for
students in the Blended
Certificate studies.

H Comprehensive Self
Assessment and
Improvement Planning—In
collaboration with the Idaho
Department of Education’s
Bureau of Special Education, the

Idaho Infant Toddler Program
completed a statewide self-
assessment of early intervention
and special education services
and systems. Organized in Cluster
Teams, more than 100 Idahoans
conducted the assessment. These
teams included members of the
Steering Committee, school
personnel, parents, tribal
representatives, health districts,
migrant programs, Idaho School
for the Deaf and Blind,
university personnel, and Head
Start programs. Improvement
planning is underway through
the U.S. Department of
Education’s Office of Special
Education Programs.

H Interagency Agreements
and Collaborative
Protocol—Consistent with the
Idaho Infant Toddler Program’s
collaborative approach to an
interagency system of services,

working protocols were
developed and approved with
each region of the state and local
Parents as Teacher’s (PAT)
programs. The documents outline
referral protocol and staff
procedures to be followed when
children receive PAT home-
visiting and other early
intervention services.

H Newborn Hearing
Screening—Newborn hearing
screenings are available to 95
percent of Idaho births at
hospitals. Idaho Early Hearing
Detection and Intervention
Project, “Sound Beginnings,”
was funded by a federal
Maternal and Child Health
grant. The Council on Deaf and
Hard of Hearing administers
grant funds. The project
supports an increased number of
hospitals to provide hearing
screenings.

“The expertise and
dedication of John’s
early intervention team
has made him the child
he is today. Early therapy
has given John the
chance to grow into a
functional, contributing
member of humanity.
Words cannot express
our gratitude for the
program and the
therapists that have
changed his life and
ours.”

—Mother of child
with arthrogryposis, Caldwell

HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH

Idaho Infant Toddler
Interagency Coordinating Council

“Maximize the potential of every young child”

Idaho’s Infant Toddler Interagency Coordinating Council advises
and assists the Idaho Department of Health and Welfare and other
agencies in Idaho with the implementation of the Infant Toddler

Program. The Council is governor-appointed and makes
recommendations about appropriate services for children from birth
through 5 years of age.

The Council reviews emerging issues and supports family-centered
partnerships that guide early intervention and prevention activities in
natural settings. Seven regional Infant Toddler Committees have been
established to ensure responsiveness to the local needs of Idaho families.

H
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Idaho Association
for the Education of Young Children

“We must strengthen the bonds of family in order to strengthen the fabric of our society in order
to strengthen our destiny to greatness.  We are Idahoans.”

—Governor Dirk Kempthorne
State of the State Address, 2000

The Idaho Association for the Education of
Young Children (Idaho AEYC) is a group of
early childhood educators and other

professionals, parents, and students who share concern
for young children and for providing quality early
childhood programs and services. Idaho AEYC is the
state affiliate of the National Association for the
Education of Young Children, the largest early
childhood organization in the United States.

H Idaho AEYC supported 64 scholarships in 2001
offered through T.E.A.C.H. (Teacher Education
And Compensation Helps). These scholarships help
Idahoans working in early care and education
pursue a Child Development Associate credential or
an Associate degree in early childhood through an
Idaho college or university. Scholarships offered
through Idaho’s AEYC Scholarship Project are
funded by the J.A. and Kathryn Albertson
Foundation, the Keveren Foundation, and Idaho’s
Department of Health and Welfare.

H In 2001, through a collaboration grant, Idaho AEYC
established a fund to assist early care and education
programs in paying for consistent school substitutes
when staff pursue professional development
activities related to child development.

H In 2001, through collaboration funds, Idaho AEYC
teamed up with Channel 6 television station in
Boise to develop a public service announcement
that promotes the importance of educated caregivers
in Idaho’s group care of young children.

H Idaho AEYC is developing a Professional
Development Model that will provide early
childhood professionals a system for receiving
continued education and training. It is compiling
information on early childhood programs offered
through Idaho colleges for those interested in
pursuing degrees in the field.

H Through coordination with the Early Childhood
Collaborative Effort group, Idaho AEYC awarded
the Healthy Child Care America grant. This project’s
goals include:

I Establishing three collaborative groups to
implement strategies to improve Idaho children’s
health as defined by National Health and Safety
performance standards

I Establishing Health Consultant teams who will
be trained through the Training Institute for
Children’s Health Consultants; and

I Increasing Idaho CHIP and Medicaid enrollment
by 10 percent.
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Idaho State Library Reading Programs

“Reading is the most basic and most important
skill for the education of our children.”

—Governor Dirk Kempthorne
State of the State Address, 1999

Read to Me

To support activities related to school readiness
at both the state and local level, the Idaho
State Library developed and implemented the

Read to Me project in 1997. The program goals are:

H To help parents and childcare providers understand
the value and joy of reading aloud to their children
from birth on and to use the library as a valuable
community resource for reading

H To foster and promote community-supported
reading projects for at-risk children and their
families

H To help libraries and community partners across the
state establish on-going partnerships to encourage
family reading

H To provide grants for local public library outreach
programs, training in emergent literacy for librarians
and their community partners, and materials to
support reading events

To provide the Read to Me project, the State Library
collaborates with many agencies and organizations
including the Office of the Governor, the Department
of Education, the Department of Health and Welfare,
Idaho Public Television, the Idaho Commission on
Hispanic Affairs, the Idaho Head Start Association,
and the Idaho Council of International Reading.

H In 1998, the J.A. and Kathryn Albertson
Foundation granted the Idaho State Library funds
to support Read to Me for three years. The grant
allowed the State Library to expand project
activities both statewide and in five selected
communities. In 2001, the Legislature provided state
funds for Read to Me for the 2002 state fiscal year.

H The State Library works closely with many rural
Idaho libraries to develop and implement Read to
Me outreach programs.

H More than 50 teams of librarians and their
community partners participated in Raising Readers
workshops in September 2001. Once trained, these
teams will reach more than 1,000 parents and
childcare providers in their communities to promote
Read to Me activities.

H New Read to Me initiatives include Idaho Child Care
Reads which offers training and books to childcare
providers and “Idaho Guys Read” which promotes
reading by men to boys and trains men to become
role models for literacy.

“As an early childhood educator and researcher, I have distributed and shown off your materials
as the best early literacy campaign I have seen. It puts the onus on the adults, where it belongs,
and is clear, clever, and comprehensive. Congratulations on a job well done.”

—Steffen Saifer, Professor, Portland State University, Oregon
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“Collaborative efforts are key to what’s being done. Our collaboration with the Commission on
Hispanic Affairs, for example, has helped the State Library reach out to Hispanic families and
provide needed programs in the community such as the ‘Young Readers’ Program. Collaborations at
the local level are bringing together the whole community, not just the librarians, to talk about
the issues, and it’s fun to see the excitement that builds around reading and see great projects
develop as a result. By virtue of having so many community partners, more effective coordination
is taking place to get things done at the local level.”

—Peggy McClendon, Special Projects Coordinator, Idaho State Library

H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H

“The library program has made all the
difference in the world for these children. The
partnership between the South Bannock District
Library in Downey and the school district
helped triple the amount of time parents spent
reading to the children enrolled in the
preschool program.”

—Char Short, Director of the Marsh Valley School District
Developmental Preschool Program

Read to Me Makes Impact

A high school student in Nampa’s Teen
Parent Program believes the Read to Me
program has had a big impact on her son:

“I wouldn’t have thought to read to him at such a
young age because I was never read to. I learned
about the importance of reading to your child right
away. My son has a longer attention span now. He
will sit and listen through a whole story.”

Her son was not the only one to benefit from the
Read to Me Program. The teen mother admits,
“Before this year, I hated to read, but by reading to
my son I have really learned how to read for fun.
Because of the program, I have started reading
myself.”

Both the Nampa teen and her son now attend
Nampa Public library’s summer reading programs.

“The Governor and First Lady’s involvement with the State
Library lends tremendous visibility to our programs and has
made a difference in seeking state funding for our projects.
The First Lady’s dedication to promoting Idaho’s Summer
Reading Program has helped get our message out, especially
in rural communities where libraries are central educational
institutions. Her support has helped increase participation.”

—Stephanie Bailey-White, Public Information Officer, Idaho State Library
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Summer Reading Program

H In 2001, as part of the Governor’s “Generation of
the Child” Initiative, libraries that kept track of the
number of fourth graders who read six or more
books during the summer received hardback books
from the Office of the Governor to use as give-away
prizes.

H 972 books were put in the hands of children
through the Governor and First Lady’s Book Give-
away Program funded through the “Generation of
the Child” Initiative in 2001.

H The Idaho State Library also sponsors Idaho Family
Reading Week each November to focus attention on
how families and communities can make reading an
important part of daily life. This effort is supported
by the Governor and the First Lady, the
Superintendent of Public Instruction, the Idaho
Council of the International Reading Association,
Idaho Public Television, and others in the Idaho
education community.

H Idaho’s First Lady Patricia Kempthorne served as
Summer Reading Ambassador during Idaho Summer
Reading Program 2001. The summer program used
the theme, “Reading Road Trip USA.” The First
Lady traveled across the state to read to children
and promote the power of summer reading. She
visited public libraries from Moscow to Buhl. On the
first day, the Moscow branch of the county library
had more than 200 children sign up.

H Mayors throughout Idaho support summer reading
programs in public libraries by challenging
elementary students to read one book per week for
the 22 weeks of summer vacation.

Summer Reading Programs are held in public
libraries across Idaho with a focus on reading
for pleasure. The Idaho Summer Reading Program,

sponsored by the State Library and the Office of the
Governor, provides a free theme-based planning manual
and materials to all public libraries in the state each
year. The Idaho State Library participates in a
consortium with 13 other states and collaborates to
develop planning manuals and incentives for summer
reading programs in Idaho based on reading-related
themes each year.

H In 2000, eighty-one local public libraries served
18,522 children at summer reading programs. This
was a 27 percent increase over 1999.

H In 2001, more than 90 local public libraries served
over 20,000 children at summer reading programs.
This was a 11 percent increase over 2000 figures.

“Strong literacy skills are integral to the success of our
families and children. Reading aloud is the single most important
thing parents can do to ensure their child’s success in school.
libraries are a great place for families to learn together.”

—Idaho’s First Lady Patricia  Kempthorne

J
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‘Young Readers’ Program

Idaho Public Television donated 1,400 books written
in Spanish for children participating in the “Young
Readers” Program in 2001.  The “Young Readers”

Program is provided through the Idaho State Library in
partnership with the Idaho Commission on Hispanic
Affairs. Since 1999 Idaho Public Television has made
books available, free-of-charge, to the Idaho Commission
on Hispanic Affairs for children participating in the
“Young Readers” Program. As part of the program each
child is given his or her own book to keep.

Talking Books

As part of the State Library’s service for the
Blind and Physically Handicapped, the State
Library offers Talking Books. These are books

and magazines that have been recorded on cassette
tapes and discs. The State Library also provides
necessary equipment for Idahoans of all ages who are
unable to read standard printed materials.

Government
Information Center

The Idaho State Library’s Government
Information Center provides assistance to
state employees and officials who need job-

related information. Services include providing
requested materials from the State Library’s collection
of books, periodical articles, and government

publications; maintaining a
comprehensive collection of Idaho
state government publications;
and purchasing library materials to
support the work of state
employees.

Idaho Let’s Talk About It

The State Library, in partnership with the Idaho
Humanities Council, promotes Idaho Let’s
Talk About It—a reading and discussion series

for adults. Participating libraries choose from more than
100 books and 13 themes including themes that explore
American history and culture, cultural diversity,
literature of Idaho and the American West, working,
family, and aging. The State Library schedules program
speakers, loans multiple copies of books to libraries, and
provides publicity and theme materials through a web
site devoted to this project. More than 1,000 Idahoans
attended Idaho Let’s Talk About It programs in 2000–
2001—a 30 percent increase over the previous year.

Libraries Linking Idaho

Libraries Linking Idaho (LiLI) is a joint project
of the Idaho State Library and the Idaho library
community. It is a web site developed to link

databases and other resources useful to library patrons
and staff. LiLI provides a directory of Idaho libraries,
their catalogs and web sites. The program is
instrumental in helping libraries across the state share
resources.

H LiLI connects Idaho citizens to thousands of full-
length magazine, newspaper, reference, and
encyclopedia articles.

H All Idaho school districts, city and district libraries,
and publicly-funded academic libraries have LiLI
database accounts.

H Idaho citizens have viewed or
printed over 1.6 million articles
since January 1999.

J
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Education is and has been a top priority for
Governor Kempthorne. The governor and the
Legislature are working to promote a “seamless”

Idaho education, beginning in early childhood and
extending beyond college graduation. That commitment
is realized in record levels of state funding for education.
Efforts also include establishing a progressive reading
initiative to ensure that all children read at grade level by
the third grade. Under the leadership of Governor
Kempthorne, the State Board of Education developed
statewide curricula and the means to assess student
progress and funded capital projects at each state college
and university. Teacher salaries were increased to help
school districts recruit and retain quality teachers.

Idaho Reading Initiative

In 1999, the Legislature embraced the Governor’s
goal of ensuring all Idaho students learn to read
well by the end of third grade. It identified the

“Idaho Comprehensive Literacy Plan” as the reference
document for specific reading skills that Idaho students

J

should master. The Legislature launched the Idaho
Reading Initiative with a $4 million annual
appropriation that supports:

H Identification and monitoring of struggling readers
through twice yearly testing

H Extra instruction for below-grade-level students

H Training for current and new teachers in the latest
reading research and proven instructional practice

Test scores show that although in its infancy, the
initiative is making a difference in identifying students
reading below grade level early and helping to improve
their reading skills.

‘Idaho Reading Indicator’

Idaho’s reading assessment, the “Idaho Reading
Indicator,” was developed as part of the initiative
and has been recognized nationally as a valuable

tool for teachers.

Idaho Department of Education

 “Let us educate our children so they
are properly prepared for the new
millennium. Our dedicated teachers
are equal to the task and realize they
have a special calling.

—Governor Dirk Kempthorne
Inaugural Address, January 1999

 “Reading is the most basic and most important skill for the education
of our children and is my highest priority for our public schools.”

—Governor Dirk Kempthorne
Inaugural Address, January 1999

J
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Grow Your Own Idaho Teacher

In recognizing the need for bilingual teachers,
Governor Kempthorne proposed a measure in
2000 and 2001 to secure funding for the “Grow

Your Own Teacher” program. The Legislature fully
funded the Governor’s request in 2001. The program
provides multi-cultural educational opportunities to
Idahoans by providing scholarship support for the
completion of an Associate or Bachelor degree in
education with a bilingual and English as a Second
Language endorsement. The program allows
participants to become certified teachers while
remaining employed by a school district and continuing
to contribute to their community.

Parent Outreach

The State Department of Education has
initiated several projects to support parent
involvement in education and schools:

H Superintendent Marilyn Howard’s “Dinner and a
Book” Initiative encourages parents to spend 20
minutes in conversation with their children around
the dinner table and 20 minutes reading together.
The initiative includes brochures, web sites, books
and other materials.

H The Department offers training to school districts
on how to involve parents in improving their
children’s math skills.

H A new driver’s education manual is available to
parents who supervise teen drivers during a
statutory probationary period.

H The Department’s web site has a special section
devoted to issues of interest to parents.

Recognizing
teacher excellence

In 1999, the Legislature recognized that
maximizing opportunities for student learning
hinges on placing a competent, caring, qualified

teacher in every Idaho classroom and rewarding
master teachers.

H Lawmakers approved an incentive award for teachers
who complete the rigorous National Board of
Professional Teaching Certification process. The
award provides a $2,000 annual bonus for five years.

H With more than 200 teachers earning the
certification, Idaho ranked ninth in the nation in
2001 for number of National Board Certified
teachers.

J
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“We have broken new ground in reading on many fronts. Idaho’s focused goal of moving all K-3
students to grade-level proficiency is the most thorough in the nation. Our standard-based
indicator provides insight into development of the skills most predictive of reading success.”

—Dr. Marilyn Howard
State Superintendent of Public Instruction

Supporting new teachers

Recognizing that the first three years in the
classroom are some of the most challenging
for new teachers, the Idaho Legislature

appropriated $2 million to local districts to establish or
expand support for new educators. The program began
in fall 2001 in districts across the state.

Governor Kempthorne
congratulates the first
GIANTS (Governor’s
Industry Awards for
Notable Teaching in Science)
Award to Mark Purdy, a teacher
at Borah High School.
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Family Literacy Initiative

Through the Family Literacy Initiative project
the State Department of Education has
accomplished the following:

H Established standards for education programs aimed
at parents and young children

H Created a parent involvement manual for schools

H Provided trained volunteers to assist school districts
with community literacy programs

Achievement Standards
H In 2000, the Legislature adopted new achievement

standards for students in kindergarten through 12 th

grade in language arts and communications,
mathematics, social studies, science and health.
Unlike most states, Idaho provided $8 million to
local schools to begin the process of incorporating
the standards into local curriculum.

H To assist school districts during the implementation
phase, the Department of Education established
traveling teams in the areas of orientation,
curriculum alignment, data analysis and
interpretation, instructional design and
implementation, monitoring, and evaluation and
renewal.

H During 2002, the state will finalize its plan to assess
student mastery of the essential knowledge
identified by the standards and establish a
comprehensive accountability system.

H The new standards and assessments will position
Idaho’s education system to prepare students for the
future. These changes will enhance a state system
that already educates students who consistently
score above the national average on standardized
basic skills tests, international and national math
and science tests, and college entrance exams.

Building character

Idaho schools build character with a focus on the
“4Rs: Responsibility, Respect, Resilience, and
Relationships.”

H The State Department of Education offers training
and grants to assist schools and communities in
working together to plan their approach to character
education.

H The department has created a “Voices of
Citizenship” course of study for use in high schools.
Idaho public schools teach basic values, citizenship,
life and workplace skills.

H Every public school offers the “Pledge of
Allegiance” at the beginning of the day.

Creativity in the classroom

In 1999, the Legislature increased support for
creative innovations in the classroom.  Those
programs include:

H The Governor’s Innovative Grant Program that
provides about 200 grants of $500 to classroom
teachers each year. Since 1999 the Governor has
awarded over $274,000 to teachers across Idaho.

H The long-time Creative and Innovative grants
program, administered by the State Department of
Education, provides up to $10,000 to classroom
teachers for research-based projects in reading, math,
and character education.

“As I travel around Idaho, parents
and teachers say they agree with me
that education is  a priority.  I want
to give our students and teachers
every chance to succeed.”

— Governor Dirk Kempthorne
February 25, 1999
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Technology in learning

Idaho is a national leader in school technology,
thanks to the state’s annual $10.4 million
technology initiative.

H More than 94 percent of Idaho schools have access
to the Internet.

H 245,000 students have access to more than 50,000
computers—an average of one computer for every
five students.

H Four years ago, Idaho was one of the first states to
require educators to meet minimum technology
standards. The goal was to have 90 percent of Idaho
educators fulfill this requirement by fall 2001. As of
September 2001, nearly 87 percent demonstrated
proficiency in basic technology skills.

H A national study showed that teachers who possess
intermediate or better technology skills staff a
majority of Idaho schools, making the state one of
the leaders in the nation. Idaho ranks in the top 10
states for schools equipped with sophisticated
technology, according to a national research firm.

Innovative education

One of the many choices Idaho public schools
provide parents is charter schools. In fall
2001, eleven charter schools were open to serve

students throughout the state, from Blackfoot to Coeur
d’Alene. Many schools report waiting lists. Independent
evaluations show that these public schools are meeting or
exceeding their goals for instruction and learning.

Supporting specific populations
H The Idaho Reading Initiative has piloted, and is

using, a Spanish-language version of the “Idaho
Reading Indicator” to more fully evaluate reading
skills of Spanish-speaking students.

H New gifted and talented rules will ensure greater
uniformity among district program components.

H The Indian Education Committee is reviewing
scores of Native American students on standardized
tests.

H Low-income students receive fee waivers for taking
advanced placement tests under a grant received by
the State Department of Education.

Limited English Proficiency
Initiative

In 1999, Governor Kempthorne sought to expand
statewide efforts to better serve the growing
number of Idaho students who have limited English

proficiency. The Limited English Proficiency Initiative
is an effort on behalf of the State Board of Education
and the State Superintendent of Public Instruction to
assess each local school district’s efforts to ensure that
Hispanic and limited-English proficient students
receive a thorough education. The State Board and
State Superintendent were directed by the Legislature
to make recommendations for improving the academic
performance of limited-English speaking students.

 “Idaho’s ‘Generation of the Child’ has informed
all of our thinking and actions. Having the
Governor talking about family and children’s
issues gives us a focus, and colors to a great
extent how we react to various ideas.”

—Dr. Marilyn Howard
State Superintendent of Public Instruction

J

J



In
f
a
n

t
s
 a

n
d
 C

h
il

d
r
e
n

State Level Leadership Cross Community CaringH31

The Idaho Council
on Developmental Disabilities

The Idaho Council on Developmental
Disabilities is a 23-member volunteer board
appointed by the Governor to advocate, plan for

and monitor services for people with developmental
disabilities in Idaho. Most Council members are adults
with developmental disabilities and parents of children
with developmental disabilities. The Council’s vision is
that “all Idahoans participate as equal members of society
empowered to reach their full potential as responsible
and contributing members of their communities.”

H More than 100 Idahoans with developmental
disabilities and parents of children with
developmental disabilities have become informed
advocates and leaders in their communities because of
Council-sponsored training.

H In collaboration with the Office of the Governor and
various public agencies and private corporations, the
Council will sponsor the Governor’s Conference on
Employment of People with Disabilities in 2002.

H In cooperation with Idaho’s Department of
Education, the Council implemented Idaho’s first
Youth Leadership Forum for young adults with
disabilities. The forum provides leadership training.

H Teams of teachers, parents, and administrators from
school districts across Idaho have received training
and technical assistance to implement best practices
for including children with disabilities in regular
school activities and classrooms.

H “Home of Your Own,” which the Council
implemented and turned over to the private sector,
has enabled Idahoans with disabilities to purchase
their own homes.
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Community Resources for Families

The Community Resources for Families program
is a school-based partnership with the Idaho
Department of Health and Welfare and

independent school districts throughout Idaho.
Funding is provided through the Idaho Department of
Health and Welfare’s federal Temporary Assistance for
Needy Families block grant.

During the 2000–2001 school year, partnerships were
formed with 90 school districts. These partnerships
provide Community Resources Workers for each
participating school. These individuals work in the
schools with principals, counselors, and teachers to
identify and support children who have physical or
emotional needs arising outside of the school
environment. Community Resource Workers are licensed
social workers who work closely with families on a
voluntary basis to resolve issues that threaten the safety
or learning ability of their children.

The program’s goals are to strengthen families to
prevent child abuse and neglect; increase the school
readiness of children; and increase the self-reliance of
families through utilization of community resources.

Program data from 1999 indicates the following
successes:

H Improved grades—Poor grades were a factor for
34 percent of the families referred to the program.
Three-quarters of the children showed an
improvement after being in the program.

H Improved attendance—Poor attendance was a
factor for 36 percent of the families referred to the
program. Three-quarters of the children attended
school more regularly after being in the program.

H Improved behavior—Poor classroom behavior
was a factor for 47 percent of the families referred
children to the program. School personnel reported
improved behavior for 84 of the children.

H Improved household income—Many families
participating in the program needed supplemental or
improved employment. After being in the program,
three-quarters of the parents found jobs.

The funding source for this program changed for the
2001–2002 school year. The decision to continue with
the program is up to each school district. The
Department of Health and Welfare provides a
maximum of $2 million in welfare block grant funds to
the program. For every dollar the Department of Health
and Welfare spends on the program, a school district
contributes $2 from its discretionary funds.

“Let us be judged as the generation that committed ourselves to be
grounded in the basics: a commitment to families—nurturing children
and providing them with strong fundamental skills and education.”

—Governor Dirk Kempthorne
Inaugural Address, January 1999
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Bonneville Youth Development Council to the Rescue

HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH

Two Idaho Falls area school
districts could not afford to
maintain the Community

Resources for Families program until
the Bonneville Youth Development
Council came to the rescue. The
Council is spending more than half
of a $100,000 grant they received

“Children getting in trouble is not a school problem, or a police or health
department problem. It is a community problem, and the community is the answer.”

—Meri Bybee, Director of the Bonneville Youth Development Council
and Program Director for Bonneville County Juvenile Probation

Children’s Lead Screening Program of Idaho

in October 2001 to fund two social
workers to continue the
Community Resources program in
the Idaho Falls and the Bonneville
schools districts.

The Bonneville Youth
Development Council focuses on

prevention and places a high
priority on continuing the
Community Resources for
Families program. The program
focuses on early intervention for
families who need help in
creating healthier environments
for raising their  children.

“Every child should be tested for lead by their first birthday. We developed the
Children’s Lead Screening Program in partnership with the health districts so we
can catch lead poisoning before health problems occur.”

—Dr. Tom Young, Medical Director, Division of Medicaid
Idaho Department of Health and Welfare

Nationally, it is estimated that 4.4 percent of
children between the ages of one and six years
are affected by lead poisoning. A simple

fingerprick test is all it takes to find out if children have
too much lead in their blood. To
help test Idaho’s 97,000-plus
preschoolers, the Idaho Department
of Health and Welfare purchased
lead screening machines and will
distribute them in partnership with
the health districts and physicians
throughout the state in 2002.

In August 2001, the first of Idaho’s
50 new lead screening machines
tested children at the Southwest

District Health’s Third Annual Back to School Clinic in
Nampa. Although designed for Medicaid eligible
children up to the six years of age, the Children’s Lead
Screening Program of Idaho tests all children on a

sliding fee scale.

Lead poisoning is a silent disease
that can damage the nervous system
and brain, causing a decrease in the
child’s IQ. Lead poisoning can lead
to learning disabilities, shortened
attention span, hearing loss, and
hyperactivity. The bodies of young
children easily absorbs lead through
lead-based paint or other
environmental hazards.
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The Governor’s Task Force
on Children at Risk

The Governor’s Task Force on Children at Risk
provides informed recommendations to
Governor Kempthorne about the full scope of

issues related to child abuse and neglect. The Task
Force mission is “to make the system more sensitive and
responsive to child victims.”

Members are appointed by the governor. The Task Force
meets regularly to evaluate Idaho’s investigative,
administrative, and judicial handling of child abuse,
neglect, and exploitation cases and child maltreatment-
related fatalities. The strategic planning goals for the
next three years emphasize continued efforts to integrate
child protection systems in each community through
development of multi-disciplinary response teams.

Keeping Children Safe Panels

Beginning in 1995, the Department of Health
and Welfare organized citizen review panels in
each of Idaho’s seven regions to study Idaho’s

Child Protection System and make recommendations
for improvement. The panels provide independent
analysis of how Idaho’s child protection system
responds to abuse and neglect. The purpose and role of
Idaho’s “Keeping Children Safe Panels” has been
adopted as model language for citizen review panels at
the federal level in Child Abuse Prevention and
Treatment Act instruction. In 2001, about 60 Keeping
Children Safe Panel members served in Idaho.

J
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Child Abuse Prevention
“We will define ‘millennium’ or ‘future’ based upon how we treat that child. Children represent
our definition of tomorrow, future, and millennium.”

—Governor Dirk Kempthorne
State of the State Address, 2000

Idaho Safe Haven Act

In 2001, the Legislature passed the Idaho Safe
Haven Act to protect Idaho’s infants by providing
a safe alternative for parents who might otherwise

abandon their baby. The legislation came in response to
incidents where young parents have abandoned
newborns simply because they did not know what else
to do. Under the Act, certain medical professionals and
hospitals are identified as “safe havens” which by law
are authorized to accept a baby less than 30 days of age
directly from a parent. Parents who deliver the baby to
a safe haven can remain anonymous; law enforcement
is not involved unless there are signs the child has been
injured or is in danger. With the child in protective
care, the Department of Health and Welfare can begin
efforts to place the child with an adoptive family.
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The Idaho Children’s
Trust Fund prevents
child abuse and neglect

in Idaho by providing financial
support to local child abuse and
neglect prevention efforts. The
Trust Fund awards grants to
community-based groups to
prevent family problems before
they develop and to reduce
family stress or risk indicators.

The Children’s Trust Fund
focuses on helping to
strengthen families through
parent education and support
programs. It also conducts public awareness and
education campaigns about the problems associated
with child maltreatment for the general public, service
providers, and policymakers.

The Trust Fund’s secondary prevention efforts focus
on funding services toward families and children
thought to be at a higher risk for maltreatment. Idaho
Children’s Trust Fund awards most of its grants to
primary and secondary prevention programs. By state
statute, the Trust Fund cannot fund direct treatment or
therapy programs. The Trust Fund’s philosophy is that
it is more successful to work with families before serious
problems occur.

The Trust Fund receives funding from three sources: 1)
the Idaho income-tax donation check off, 2) private
donations from individuals and businesses, and 3) a
small federal grant earmarked to support child abuse
prevention. State legislation mandates that half the
income tax check off funds collected yearly are spent
on prevention efforts, and the other half remain in a
special endowment fund to earn interest.

Idaho’s Children’s Trust Fund

The Trust Fund is a unique
public-private partnership. The
Governor appoints volunteer
citizen board members because
of their expertise in children’s
issues. The Boise Advertising
Federation has donated
production of advertisements.

In 2001, the Idaho Children’s
Trust Fund:

H Awarded $335,000 in
grants to community-based
programs. Funding for
these grants came from the
voluntary check-off

donation line on Idaho’s individual income tax
form, individual and business contributions, a
federal “Community Based Family Resource and
Support” grant, and interest earned on Idaho’s state
Millennium Fund.

H Awarded $165,000 in special grants to support
Idaho communities using the Association of Idaho
Cities’ youth development asset model and to
communities beginning to develop new grant
programs to mentor and support at-risk youth.
Funding for these programs comes from interest
earned on Idaho’s state Millennium Fund.

H Raised $285,000 more in state fiscal year 2001 than
in FY 2000. Adam West, former star of the Batman
television series, donated the $250,000 he won on
the television show, “Who Wants to Be a
Millionaire?”.

H Was host of Idaho’s Second Annual Child Abuse
and Neglect Prevention conference, attracting more
than 150 participants. The event’s fundraising
reception featured Idaho’s First Lady Patricia
Kempthorne.
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In the last few years, the Idaho Children’s Trust Fund
quadrupled the amount of money raised, the amount of
grant funding being awarded, and its number of
grantees. Three years ago, the Trust Fund’s database had
50–60 programs. Now, the database includes almost
2,000 grassroots contacts.

Idaho Child Mortality Review Team
“By removing known safety hazards, we are keeping children safe
from preventable death and disability.”

—Governor Dirk Kempthorne

The Trust Fund works closely with the Office of the
Governor administering three grants developed in
response to Idaho’s “Generation of the Child”
Initiative. These grants, all using federal Temporary
Assistance for Needy Family funds, were awarded to
Parents as Teachers, youth asset-building initiatives,
and respite care initiatives primarily for families with
children with mental health issues.

Nationally, concern for the welfare of children,
particularly those who are abused or neglected,
has been longstanding among public and

private social service agencies, professionals, and the
general public. In response to this concern, Idaho
formed Idaho’s Child Mortality Review Team to
identify preventable child deaths. The Review Team
focuses on creating effective multi-agency case

management and improving prevention and
intervention programs to protect children from serious
injuries and deaths. Idaho’s Team represents a
combination of public, criminal justice, health, and social
service organizations. The Team makes specific and
feasible recommendations to the Governor and chairs of
the Senate and House Health and Welfare committees on
how child mortality can be reduced in Idaho.

“The Governor’s Coordinating Council for Families and Children and Idaho Children’s Trust Fund
share similar goals—outreach to programs across the state, inventories of programs affecting
Idaho’s children, and creating networks for information sharing. Attending the 1st and 2nd Annual
Governor’s Roundtables for Families and Children was a huge benefit to the Trust Fund in getting
to know people across the state who are interested in children’s issues.”

—Carolyn Beaver, Former Executive Director, Idaho Children’s Trust Fund
Member of the Governor’s Coordinating Council for Families and Children

“The Child Mortality Review Team’s report is an important document that points
out the numerous occurrences of unintentional injuries and deaths compromising
Idaho’s children. Our children are Idaho’s most valued treasure. It is our
responsibility as adults to love, nurture, and protect them, particularly from
preventable harm. We must continue to educate parents, caregivers, teachers, and
decision-makers—and the children themselves—to be more aware of making
healthy life-style choices that can protect, and perhaps save a child’s life.”

—Idaho’s First Lady Patricia Kempthorne
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Idaho Council on Children’s
Mental Health

To support the implementation plan, Governor
Kempthorne established the Idaho Council on
Children’s Mental Health, chaired by Lieutenant

Governor Jack Riggs. The Council includes
representatives from family advocacy groups and the
departments of Health and Welfare, Education, and
Juvenile Corrections. The Council is establishing local
councils in Idaho’s seven regions to develop
community partnerships and review cases of children
who may be at risk of being placed either outside of
their communities for treatment or within the juvenile
justice system.

Respite Care

An assessment is being conducted to determine
the respite care needs of families who have
children with mental health diagnoses and the

availability of such care in each of the seven regions of
the state.

During his 2001 State of the State address,
Governor Kempthorne listed significant
steps being taken in Idaho to ensure continual

and comprehensive mental health services to Idahoans
and to address the needs of children suffering from
mental illness.

Several recommendations in children’s mental health
services were reported in 1998. The report assessed the
needs of Idaho children with serious emotional
disturbances and the strengths and challenges in
delivering children’s mental health services in Idaho.
The Children’s Mental Health Service Delivery Project
was established to implement the report’s
recommendations. The goal is to improve community-
based services to children and their families.

Children’s Mental Health
Service Delivery Project

Through the Children’s Mental Health Service
Delivery Project, Idaho is developing a
comprehensive system for delivery of services

through collaboration with community partners and
families. Three pilot projects were initiated in 2000. The
new approach being adopted through these pilot sites
includes a cooperation that cuts across multiple agencies,
ensures case management throughout the process, and
addresses adequate funding. Agencies, providers,
community members, and families meet regularly as a
team to address the needs of children in the community
and, when needed, evaluate a child’s case.

JJ
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Children’s Mental Health
 “We are committed to addressing the needs of children with serious emotional disturbances.”

—Governor Dirk Kempthorne
State of the State Address, 2001

“As Chair of the Idaho
Council on children’s
Mental Health, I could not
be more pleased with the
progress being made by the
Council. A regional and
local system of care is
literally being created from

the ground up, a system which will ensure the
best chance for success for our children.”

—Idaho Lieutenant Governor Jack Riggs
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“I believe that the ‘Generation of the Child’ Initiative has created a greater
awareness related to the needs of Idaho’s children and families. This also
includes early intervention and prevention, including meeting the needs of
families as they raise youngsters with special needs. When we look at early
childhood development we need to not only look at the direct needs of the
child, but we need to look at how best we can help parents support and
nurture their children. The ‘Generation of the Child’ Initiative has helped
by further supporting our practice of early intervention and prevention
and education as a key to having healthier kids.”

—Claire Kiener, Executive Director, the Idaho Federation of Families for Children’s Mental Health
Member of the Governor’s Coordinating Council for Families and Children

Children’s Mental Health Alliance

The Children’s Mental Health Alliance is a
collaboration of Idaho’s departments of
Health and Welfare and Juvenile

Corrections, the Eastern Idaho Behavioral Health
Center, the Children’s Coalition, the Idaho
Federation of Families for Children’s Mental Health,
CASA and other private providers. Located in
Idaho Falls, the Alliance works with families whose
children are impacted by core systems of care in the
community.

The Alliance develops and coordinates services that
help families maintain their children in their home
or in the community. The Alliance also provides
assessments to the courts.

In 2001, the Children’s Mental Health Alliance:

H Met with more than 25 families who had
children with severe emotional problems to
develop community treatment plans

H Provided a community development grant for
the Youth and Family Renewal Center for a
community-based, family-focused group home
for severely emotionally disturbed children

H Sponsored community training with the Idaho
Department of Juvenile Corrections on
“Strength-Based Treatment”

H Assisted Idaho Falls and Bonneville school
districts with a children’s mental health
prevention program called “First Step to
Success”

H Helped five local communities start their own
Children’s Mental Health Alliances

H Provided funds for a parent, an Alliance
representative, and a private provider to attend
the National Conference of the Federation of
Families for Children’s Mental Health in
Washington, D.C.

The Idaho Federation of

Families for Children’s

Mental Health, Inc.

The Idaho Federation of Families is a parent-run, statewide
organization that provides education, support, and advocacy for
families who have children with mental, emotional, and behavioral
disorders, as well as for the professionals who work with them.
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Adolescents

“Let us be judged as the
generation that committed
ourselves to be grounded in the
basics: a commitment to
families—nurturing children
and providing them with strong
fundamental skills and
education.”

—Governor Dirk Kempthorne
Inaugural Address, January 1999
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 “We will prepare our young people
for graduation and, in so doing, for
a bright and successful future.”

—Governor Dirk Kempthorne
H

Governor’s Challenge Cup for Education

The Idaho Governor’s Challenge Cup for
Education provides college scholarships for
Idaho students to attend colleges and

universities in Idaho. A non-profit organization, its main
source of funding is an annual three-day sporting event
that includes golf, tennis, fly fishing, and trap shooting.

As established by Governor Kempthorne, the Idaho
Governor’s Challenge Scholarship Program awards
academic and professional-technical scholarships to
selected students who demonstrate a commitment to
public service. Academic scholarship recipients receive
$3,000 a year, renewable up to four years. The
professional-technical award is $3,000 per year for the
term of the program, up to three years.

 “Let us not forget there is a high correlation between healthy well-adjusted young children and
their performance in school. There is a correlation between high school graduation and a decrease
in incarceration. And a correlation between high school graduation and higher lifetime earning.”

—Governor Dirk Kempthorne
State of the State Address, 1999

Idaho School Safety Hotline

In 1999, Governor Kempthorne
initiated a statewide school
safety hotline to help all Idaho

children feel safe at school. The
hotline is federally funded and gives
students, parents, school personnel,
and community members an
anonymous place to turn if they
know of potential problems in a
school.

“We all share the
common goal of making
sure our schools provide
the right environment for
learning, so parents
know when their children
go to school they will be
safe. With this phone line
a student, a friend, a
parent, or some other
concerned individual can alert school authorities of what
they believe may be a potentially dangerous situation.”

—Governor Dirk Kempthorne
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H IDeal is an easy way for families to save for college:

I Low minimum initial contribution of $25

I High maximum account balance limit of
$235,000

I No income limitations; individuals in all tax
brackets can participate

I Any adult can set up an account for any
beneficiary

H Employers throughout the state support IDeal
through payroll deduction and offering employee
seminars

H The Idaho College Savings Program has received
favorable reviews by major financial publications
such as Money, Business Week, and Kiplinger’s,
commending Idaho for its in-state tax advantages,
flexibility, and low expense ratios.

Idaho College Savings Program

Idaho College Savings Program, “IDeal,” was
launched March 21, 2001. It is a state-sponsored
program offering Idaho families a convenient and

flexible way to save for a child’s educational future
while taking advantage of significant tax benefits. The
Idaho College Savings Program is available to all Idaho
families, regardless of income. Idaho families can use
IDeal at any accredited post-secondary four-year, two-
year, technical, trade, or vocational school in Idaho and
across the United States.

Since March 2001, IDeal contributions exceed $3.6
million. More than 1,500 children and their families are
saving now to make college more affordable.

H Tax advantages for Idaho taxpayers:

I Exclusively through IDeal, contributions are
state tax-deductible—up to $4,000 per year or
$8,000 per year for joint filers.

Idaho Promise Scholarships

Beginning in the 2001–2002 academic year, all
freshmen entering an eligible Idaho college or
university for the first time and who graduated

from an Idaho high school or its equivalent may be
eligible to receive the Idaho Promise Scholarship.

The Idaho Promise Scholarships, administered by the
Idaho State Board of Education, provide up to $250 per

semester for students who are eligible. Institutional
matches are available at some educational institutions.
Eligible Idaho colleges and universities are University of
Idaho, Boise State University, College of Southern
Idaho, Eastern Idaho Technical College, Idaho State
University, Lewis–Clark State College, Albertson
College of Idaho, Northwest Nazarene University, and
Brigham Young University–Idaho.

Governor Kempthorne proclaimed September 2001
College Savings Month, urging citizens of the state to
recognize the benefits of attaining a higher education
and to begin saving for their children’s education.
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Idaho Commission
for National and Community Service

The Idaho Commission for National and
Community Service is a governor-appointed
commission promoting volunteerism that

focuses on priorities valued by communities in a spirit
of service and mutual trust. The Commission promotes
collaborative efforts among public, private,
non-profit, state, and local agencies across
Idaho that will advance community service
programs and activities. Two-thirds of
Idaho’s AmeriCorps grants are made by the
Idaho Commission for National
Community Service.

Idaho’s Promise, a program through the
Idaho Commission for National and
Community Service, partnered with the
Community Youth Connection and
America’s Promise and unveiled a new
Idaho license plate, designed by a 17-year-

old student from St. Maries, Idaho. Car owners who
purchase the new license plate help fund programs for
at-risk children in all 44 counties of Idaho. It displays
Idaho’s Sawtooth Mountains in the background along
with two children and a red wagon with the words

“Celebrate Idaho Youth” and “America’s
Promise.” General Colin Powell, now U.S.
Secretary of State, unveiled the design at
Fort Boise Mid-High School in 2000 with
Governor Kempthorne and Idaho’s First
Lady. Idaho is the first state in the nation

to have a
license plate
promoting
“America’s
Promise.”

Idaho Hispanic Youth Symposium

The Idaho Hispanic Youth Symposium grew out
of a brainstorming session on how to curb
dropout rates for Hispanic teens in Idaho. Each

April, 300 Idaho students gather in Sun Valley, where
scholarships valued at more than $1 million are
awarded. Governor Kempthorne addressed Symposium
participants in 1999.

Using a bilingual format, the symposium targets:

H Reducing school dropout rates

H Dual languages

H Pride in Latino culture

Students and chaperones attend
the Hispanic Youth Symposium to
make new friends and rekindle
old friendships while learning the

importance of receiving an education. They have an
opportunity to examine future career paths. Students
listen to motivational speakers and participate in
interactive workshops designed to enhance self-esteem,
leadership, and problem-solving skills. The students
compete in speech, talent, athletic, art, and interactive
skill competitions for awards and scholarships.

The Hispanic Youth Symposium is a collaborative effort
between Bechtel BWXT Idaho, LLC, Gem State

Diversity Initiatives, and U.S.
Department of Energy and its
INEEL contractors. Other
symposium sponsors include
major state, federal and
community agencies, employers,
and higher education institutions
in the western United States.
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Association of Idaho Cities

Idaho Values Youth Partnership

Combining the efforts of community-based
initiatives and community partners, the
Association of Idaho Cities is making significant

progress in reaching Idaho’s children and youth with the
resources they need to live healthy and productive lives.
Some of the association’s partners include the Governor’s
Coordinating Council for Families and Children, Idaho
Children’s Trust Fund, Idaho’s Promise, Idaho
Commission for National and Community Service,
Corporation for National Service, Idaho Department of
Juvenile Corrections, and the Governor’s Council on
Adolescent Pregnancy Prevention.

The Association of Idaho Cities actively helps Idaho
communities create a positive and nurturing
environment for all children and youth. Services
encourage participation from the entire community and
supplement and enhance what is already occurring
within the community.

The Association of Idaho Cities helps communities:

H Find ways to engage youth

H Build youth assets through
community service

H Strengthen the leadership skills
of young people

H Mobilize community partners
toward active participation in
the lives of children and youth

H Identify and retain volunteer resources

H Network with other communities in creating asset-
rich communities

AmeriCorps Asset Builders, AmeriCorps Promise
Fellows, and VISTA Volunteers serve as youth
advocates and community developers in more than 40
Idaho cities. The goal of Idaho Youth Asset Builders is
to increase youth developmental assets while securing
opportunities for youth involvement. As youth
advocates, Asset Builders work with community
leaders, youth-serving organizations, and citizens to
create asset-rich communities for all youth.

As of 2001, more than 98 communities throughout
Idaho use the asset development model to create
healthy communities.

 “There is a vision and enthusiasm in Idaho to
create an environment where all children and
youth thrive, moving away from viewing youth as
troublemakers and moving toward viewing our
youth as valued citizens who have much to
contribute to the health of our communities.
Entire communities are gathering around a
common goal to provide young people with the
resources they need to lead healthy and
productive lives.”

—Ken Harward, Executive Director
Association of Idaho Cities

“In 18 years of working with youth advocacy groups in Idaho, the Healthy Community
Healthy Youth asset building approach is the most effective approach I’ve seen to really
help young people succeed. That’s because it answers the question, why do some young
people succeed and others don’t? Through years of research, the Search Institute has
40 assets that successful kids generally have in common. As communities work
together to strengthen those assets in their young people remarkable things happen.”

—Jay Hildebrandt, KIFI Local News 8 TV broadcaster, Idaho Falls
Member of the Bonneville Youth Development Council

Member of the Governor’s Coordinating Council for Families and Children
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Idaho Department of Health and Welfare

Substance Abuse Prevention Services
 “The real promise is with our kids. We need to keep today’s children and tomorrow’s children off
of drugs in the first place. That’s where we will see real results.”

—Governor Dirk Kempthorne

Prevention education is designed to deter youth
from experimenting with drugs, tobacco, and
alcohol.

Youth Education Account
Anti-alcohol Campaigns

H The Department of Health and Welfare contracts
with an advertising agency to create anti-alcohol
commercials and to buy strategically placed airtime to
get messages to Idaho youth, 10–14 years of age. An
advisory committee approves the advertising
campaigns. The committee consists of two members
appointed by the Governor and two members
appointed by the Superintendent of Public
Instruction.

H The committee selected anti-alcohol messages to
complement the anti-drug messages provided by the
Partnership for A Drug Free America and the Office
of National Drug Control Policy Youth Media
Campaigns.

H Idaho Public Television, the departments of
Education, Health and Welfare and Correction, Idaho
Power, Idaho Drug Free Youth, and Elgin Syferd
Drake Communications collaborate on this effort.

Idaho Tobacco Project
H Idaho has one of the most sophisticated programs in

the nation for the prevention of minors’ access to
tobacco products. The Department of Health and
Welfare collaborates with the Idaho State Police to
deliver the program statewide

H State law requires that all tobacco outlets are issued
permits and each permittee be inspected at least
once a year to see if they are selling tobacco
products to minors.

H The rate of sales to minors during inspections in 2001
was 21.4 percent, down from 25.3 percent in 1999.

 “We’re beginning a strong emphasis on
substance abuse treatment. Certainly
prevention has to be a part of that. If we
prevent it in the first place, that’s the best
and foremost thing we can be doing.”

—Governor Dirk Kempthorne

Annual Idaho Prevention
Conference

H The Department of Health and Welfare
partners with the Department of Education and
National Training Associates to produce the
annual Idaho Prevention Conference in Sun
Valley.

H The conference brings the latest in substance
abuse and violence prevention to educators,
social workers, criminal justice workers, city,
county, and state government representatives.

HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH
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Collaboration with
Drug-Free Communities Act

Funded Coalitions
H Six $100,000 grants were awarded to substance

abuse prevention coalitions in Idaho during 2001.
The federal Office of National Drug Control
Strategy administers the funds from the Drug-Free
Communities Act. The coalitions were in Boise,
Meridian, Kuna, Caldwell, Lapwai, Nampa,
Rexburg, and Twin Falls. The Department of
Health and Welfare provides technical assistance to
the coalitions and coordinates their activities with
activities funded by the Department.

Hispanic Substance Abuse
Prevention Program

H The Department of Health and Welfare contracts
with the Idaho Commission on Hispanic Affairs to
provide substance abuse prevention services that
specifically meet the needs of members of Hispanic
communities in Idaho.

Collaboration with Idaho
Children’s Trust Fund

H The Department of Health and Welfare
collaborates with the Idaho Children’s Trust Fund
to support efforts to mitigate the effects of
substance use and abuse on children and families.
The latest information concerning child abuse and
neglect and the activities of the Trust Fund are
shared with participants at a prevention
conference. Collaboration also occurs around their
work with Developmental Assets funded by the
Millennium Fund.

Interagency Collaboration on
Combating Underage Drinking

Programming
H Working together, the departments of Health and

Welfare, Juvenile Corrections, Education,
Transportation, and the Idaho State Police
coordinate activities funded by a federal Enforcing
Underage Drinking Laws grant.

H The Department of Juvenile Corrections administers
this annual $360,000 grant. Representatives from
the other agencies comprise the advisory board for
the grant. Activities include minors’ access to
alcohol inspections of retailers, merchant education,
community and law enforcement grants for such
efforts as “kegger patrols,” community coalition
building, and transition support for youth returning
from institutions.

Initiative to Fund
Best Practice Programs

H The Department of Health and Welfare provides
funding to about 40 prevention programs each year
through subcontracts with the Road to Recovery.

H In fiscal year 2001, the Department began an
initiative to increase by 25 percent the number of
best practice prevention programs as defined by the
US Center for Substance Abuse Prevention or the
US Department of Education.

H In fiscal year 2002, fifty percent of the prevention
programs funded by the Department will be best
practice programs. The Department provides
training in each region of the state to help programs
implement these best practices.

J

J

J

JJ
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Idaho Department of Education

Safe and Drug Free Schools Program

The Idaho Department of Education’s Safe and
Drug Free Schools Program has been on-going
in Idaho since the 1987 Federal Drug Free

Schools and Communities Act. In 1994, Idaho
legislators enacted an additional tax on cigarettes and
tobacco products to supplement a decrease in federal
funding for the program. Prevention programs in Idaho
focus on building the strengths of young people by
establishing a positive learning environment that is safe
and drug and violence free so that youth may develop
to their maximum potential.

H More than 245,000 students were involved in
school prevention programs during the 2000–2001
school year. Each student had the opportunity to
participate in more than one program and activity.

H Results of the 2000 Idaho Substance Use and School
Climate Survey show that the prevalence of tobacco,
alcohol, and drug use among Idaho youth is slowly
decreasing.

H The Student Assistance Program is particularly
successful. The program provides information to
groups that support Idaho’s students in addressing
life issues that may affect their education and full
life development. The Student Assistance Program
reports its activities have resulted in the following
for its participants:

I A 54 percent increase in school attendance

I An 80 percent increase in students staying in
school

I A 79 percent increase in students’ general
attitude toward school

I A 71 percent increase in students’ feelings of self
worth

Idaho Commission on Hispanic Affairs
Substance Abuse Prevention

The Idaho Commission on Hispanic Affairs
works with Idaho school districts, migrant
programs, the Department of Education, the

Department of Health and Welfare, and numerous
other local agencies to promote the interests of Idaho’s
Hispanic population.

The Commission discourages Idaho’s Hispanic Youth
from the habitual use of tobacco, alcohol, and other
substance abuses by developing programs for schools,
families and communities. To prevent substance abuse,
the Commission coordinates services at the community

level and fosters partnerships between school districts
and community resources to meet the needs of
Hispanic youth.

The Idaho Commission on Hispanic Affairs is
committed to the development of prevention programs
and services which are culturally relevant and
linguistically appropriate in meeting the needs of the
Hispanic community. The Commission provides
technical and program assistance in forming school and
community partnerships, drug, alcohol and tobacco
abuse prevention, teacher education, and parent
education.
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Idaho Juvenile Justice Commission

The Idaho Juvenile Justice Commission partners
with Idahoans to influence, develop, strengthen,
assist, and support youth in becoming positive

members of their community. The Commission is
governor-appointed and makes recommendations to the
Governor, the Department of Juvenile Corrections, and
the Legislature on issues related to juvenile justice. The
strength of the Commission is its diverse membership
representing both the public and private sectors.

Since its inception in 1974, the Commission has been a
strong force in shaping Idaho’s children and youth.
Areas of emphasis include substance abuse programs,
programs to strengthen the family unit, quality early
childhood programs, programs to address children as
victims of sexual abuse, status offender programs, and
juvenile detention standards and compliance.

The Commission awards more than $100,000 each year
for prevention programs in Idaho communities. In
2000 and 2001, the Commission awarded more than
$700,000 in formula grant funds to more than 50
programs statewide. Funds from these grants are
designated for comprehensive delinquency prevention
strategic planning and programming at the local level.
The Department of Juvenile Corrections works closely
with the Association of Idaho Cities to develop training
and technical assistance for communities to access these
funds and to improve current programs and strategies
to meet the needs of youth, families, and communities.
As of December 2001, the Juvenile Justice Commission
operates more than 250 grants throughout Idaho.

Underage Drinking Funds

The Governor’s Office meets
regularly with a coalition
of representatives from the

departments of Education, Juvenile
Corrections, Health and Welfare,
Transportation, and  Correction,
and the Idaho State Police to
coordinate programs that address
issues affecting adolescent behavior,
including drinking. The Idaho
Department of Juvenile Corrections

is the state agency receiving
Enforcing Underage Drinking
Funds from the Department of
Justice, Office of Juvenile Justice,
and Delinquency Prevention.

The program addresses three goals:

H Enforce state liquor laws to
reduce the number of underage
drinkers.

H Prevent Idaho residents from
drinking before their twenty-
first birthday and provide
adequate support for those who
have developed problems as a
result of drinking.

H Increase government efficiency
by encouraging all state
prevention and education
programs to work together.

“As the current guardians of this next generation,
let us work to see that the tears of our children
are the tears of joy and not despair; the energy of
positive creation, and not destruction.”

—Governor Dirk Kempthorne
Inaugural Address, January 1999
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Idaho Department of Transportation

Idaho Underage Drinking Prevention

Idaho has several statewide underage drinking
prevention coalitions whose major roles are to
prevent underage drinking through peer education,

motivation, and development and through statewide
public awareness, information, and education
campaigns. These statewide coalitions include:

H Governor’s Coordinating Council for Families and
Children

H Idaho Drug Free Youth (IDFY)

H Parents and Youth Against Drug Abuse (PAYADA)

H Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD) Youth
Summit

H Students Against Destructive Decisions (SADD)

H Idaho Safe and Drug Free Schools Annual
“Celebrate Graduation” Activities

H Idaho Combating Underage Drinking Partnership

Prevention and education
activities

The Idaho Department of Transportation
initiated the following programs and legislation
in 2001:

H Graduated Driver Licensing

H Elementary School Kids Calendar and Art Contest

H High School Impaired Driving and Seat Belt
Journalism Contest

H Scholastic Multi-Media Assemblies

H The first annual MADD Youth Summit

H The High School Missing-in-School Program

H “Celebrate Graduation” Activities and Poster/T-Shirt
Design Art Contest

H Insurance Information Service of Oregon and Idaho

H County Sheriff Offices and Office of Highway
Safety partnerships for DUI Crash Car Display

H Underage alcohol sales sting operations

These programs are conducted statewide and in selected
communities that have a particularly severe underage
drinking problem.

Enforcement initiatives

Enforcement initiatives are statewide through the
Idaho State Police and local law enforcement.
There are Drug Abuse Resistance Education

(DARE) officers in all six law enforcement regions in
Idaho. Idaho boasts a strong School Resource Officer
program that is popular with educators, parents, and the
students themselves. The Idaho State Police’s Alcohol
Beverage Control conducts sting operations with local
law enforcement statewide. One sting operation in
2001 involved 56 attempts to purchase alcoholic
beverages by individuals under 21 and 26 citations
were issued.

Outreach to diverse populations

The Idaho Office of Highway Safety reproduces
underage drinking brochures in Spanish and has,
in coordination with the Idaho Tribes, produced

underage drinking and other DUI educational materials
appealing to Native Americans.
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‘Celebrate Graduation’ Program

One of Idaho’s’s largest and most effective community level programs is the
“Celebrate Graduation” Program. The Office of Highway Safety (OHS) struck a
partnership with the State Department of Education and MADD to implement a

program, developed at the community level, to conduct safe and sober all-night high
school graduation parties. The OHS has funded this successful program for eight
consecutive years.

“Why wait until graduation to have an alcohol-free celebration?
Let’s sponsor these from the beginning. Let’s provide a community and
environment where laughter comes from the heart, not the bottle.”

—Idaho’s First Lady Patricia Kempthorne

Leadership to Keep Children Alcohol Free

Idaho’s First Lady is a member of Leadership to
Keep Children Alcohol Free, a multi-year
initiative that addresses the public health issue of

alcohol use by children, 9–15 years of age. The
initiative engages the support of Governors’ spouses to
increase public awareness and to mobilize action
nationally and within their states. To date, 31
Governors’ spouses are committed to the effort.

In 2000, Idaho’s First Lady Patricia Kempthorne
attended the Mothers Against Drunk Driving Annual
Conference and participated in a panel discussion with
First Ladies from other states. Idaho’s First Lady was a
guest speaker at Idaho’s Parents and Youth Against
Drug Abuse Town Hall meeting. In September 2001,
she spoke at the National Prevention Network
Conference in North Carolina.
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H The program boasts a teen crash free/alcohol
and drug incident free track record.

H In 2001, 106 high school communities
participated bringing more than 11,500 seniors
to community safe and sober graduation parties.

H The OHS co-sponsors a statewide high school art
contest challenging students to come up with a
slogan and artwork that delivers a “Buckle-Up
and Don’t Drink” message. The first five-place
winners receive cash awards from MADD. The

first-place entry’s artwork and slogan are reproduced on long-sleeve T-shirts and
posters. The posters are given to the communities to display throughout the school and
community in support of “Celebrate Graduation” activities and participating seniors
receive T-shirts.
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Idaho Tobacco Prevention
and Control Program

Idaho’s Tobacco Prevention and Control Program
began in 1994 with a planning grant from the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).

Grant activities were designed to respond to the
increase in tobacco use among Idaho youth and adults.
In 1999, the program received additional CDC funding
to expand these efforts.

Money Idaho received from a settlement against
tobacco companies is deposited in the Idaho
Millennium Income Fund. A portion of the interest
earned on Millennium Fund dollars is directed towards
a Tobacco Counter-Marketing Campaign. During 2001,
the media campaign targeted youth, 12 to 17 years of
age, and adults, 18 to 54 years of age.

The Idaho Tobacco Prevention and Control Program
bases its program on four goals developed by the
National Tobacco Prevention Program.

H Preventing the initiation of tobacco use

H Eliminating exposure to environmental tobacco
(secondhand smoke)

H Promoting quitting among youth and adults

H Eliminating population disparities

To support these goals, Idaho’s Tobacco Prevention and
Control Program:

H Supports more than 25 community-based Tobacco
Free Youth Coalitions throughout Idaho. These
coalitions, with primarily teen members, work to
educate young people and their communities about
the harmful effects of smoking and chewing
tobacco.

H Supports the Tobacco Free Idaho Alliance.

H Continues establishing coalitions in rural areas of
Idaho.

H Establishes tobacco prevention contracts with
Idaho’s Native American Tribes and the Idaho
Commission on Hispanic Affairs.

H Provides support and funding for prevention of
secondhand smoke activities, a statewide tobacco
counter marketing media campaign, and a
surveillance program through tracking and
monitoring systems

The Idaho Tobacco Prevention and Control Program
implemented a grant award to develop a state plan that
systematically identifies and eliminates disparities
among populations. Partners in this effort include
Idaho Primary Care Association, Native American
Tribes, Idaho Commission on Hispanic Affairs, Idaho
Women’s Network, Coalition for Healthy Idaho,
Idaho’s Public Health Districts, and higher education
institutions.

“Roughly one out of five deaths in Idaho can be traced to a
tobacco-related illness. And in addition to the terrible
human toll that tobacco takes, the health care costs to
treat tobacco-related diseases run in the tens of millions
of dollars.”

—Governor Dirk Kempthorne
Launching statewide media campaign to reduce smoking in Idaho

November 2000



A
d

o
l
e
s
c
e
n

t
s

State Level Leadership Cross Community CaringH51

Adolescent Mental Health

Idaho Asthma Prevention and Control Project

In 1999 the Bureau of Environmental Health and
Safety in Idaho’s Department of Health and
Welfare created the Idaho Asthma Prevention and

Control Project.  The project’s goals are to increase
community awareness, conduct asthma surveillance,
develop state, local, and organizational policies that
reduce the prevalence of asthma, educate those with
asthma and their families, and promote and provide
education for health care providers.

Since 2000, the Idaho Asthma and Prevention and
Control Project, in collaboration with the Asthma
Coalition of Idaho, has conducted surveys of children
in the home with asthma as well as children in childcare
facilities. This data will be available in 2002. The Idaho
Asthma Prevention and Control Project and the
Asthma Coalition of Idaho are developing policies for
schools and childcare facilities, and are making policy
recommendations in the areas of public health,
medicine, and industry.

Red Flags Idaho

Red Flags Idaho takes mental health education programs to
Idaho’s junior high and middle school students, their families,
educators, and community members who serve them. By

taking mental health education into the schools, Red Flags Idaho
improves early identification and treatment for youth before an
emotional or financial crisis occurs for the child and within the
family.

Through the “Generation of the Child” Initiative, the Office of the
Governor and the Idaho Department of Health and Welfare
contracted with Idaho State University Institute for Rural Health, in
cooperation with the National Alliance for the Mentally Ill Idaho
Chapter, to carry out Red Flags statewide. Red Flags has taken
information about adolescent depression and co-occurring disorders
to parents, school staff, and students in about one-third of Idaho
school districts.
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“Red Flags Idaho is changing
attitudes and behaviors about
mental health among junior
high students, their parents,
teachers, and counselors. It
defines what depression is, the
signs of mental illness in
children, what parents and
schools can do to help, and
what the benefits are of early
intervention.”

 —Karl Kurtz, Director, Idaho
Department of Health and Welfare

 2001 Suicide Prevention Symposium

“Research shows that children with untreated mental illnesses will have higher
unemployment rates, lower education levels, a greater likelihood of unwed pregnancies
and an increased risk of substance abuse. Early identification and treatment of mental
illness in Idaho’s youth can address these downstream consequences, resulting in a
healthier and more productive workforce.  It also means timely and appropriate help for
youth to reduce the occurrence of suicide among Idaho’s young people.”

-Ann Kirkwood, Project Director, Red Flags Idaho, Idaho State University
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Idaho’s ‘Hearts and Minds’ Video
Wins National Award

“Hearts and Minds: Teens and Mental Illness” is a 30-minute
documentary/ educational video profiling teens with different
mental illnesses. Produced for the Department of Health and

Welfare by Idaho Public Television, the video won a “George
Peabody Award,” one of television’s highest honors. The video
focuses on the difficulties of growing up with mental illness. The
video was distributed in Idaho as a curriculum tool to school
counselors, teachers, and psychologists. The National Alliance for
the Mentally Ill also honored the
video, as well as a second Idaho
Department of Health and Welfare
video, “In Our Own Voice,” for
excellence in education.

HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH

‘Opening Windows’ Deals
with Teen Social Issues

“Opening Windows” is a one-act play that deals
with social issues of teens ranging from eating
disorders and suicide to teen pregnancy and

substance abuse. The goal of “Opening Windows” is
to raise awareness of and encourage solutions to
many health-related social problems facing rural teens
by presenting these issues in an innovative and
powerful way.

“It is critical that parents
understand the stress teens
experience as they grow up.
Sometimes the pressure can be
too much and it ends in
tragedy. These commercials
urge parents to listen to their
children and be aware of the
warning signs of suicide.”

—Governor Dirk Kempthorne
at the unveiling of two television

commercials alerting parents to signs
of suicidal tendencies in teens

March 2000

The project is sponsored by the Governor’s Council on Adolescent Pregnancy
Prevention, the Adolescent Pregnancy Prevention Coalition, Idaho Commission on
the Arts, the Southeastern District Health Department Adolescent Pregnancy
Prevention Coalition, and the State Legislature. Communities throughout Idaho
sponsor the production in a variety of ways: through school districts, health care
providers, chambers of commerce, local law enforcement and drug prevention
councils, and fine arts councils.

The touring play is performed in gyms, community centers, auditoriums and even
movie theaters in rural and non-rural communities. The production is followed by an
introduction of each communities’ local resources and a facilitated question and answer
session that allows the audience to connect with the assistance available in their area.
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Idaho Governor’s Council on
Adolescent Pregnancy Prevention

In 1999, Governor Kempthorne reinforced
Idaho’s commitment to reducing teen pregnancies
in Idaho through the Governor’s Council on

Adolescent Pregnancy Prevention.

Established in 1995 to reduce Idaho’s rate of
unintended adolescent pregnancies, the Council
encourages Idaho teenagers to delay the onset of sexual
activity. It works to raise awareness of the challenges
presented by teen pregnancies.

There have been credible and encouraging results in the
decline of Idaho teen pregnancy rates in the past four
years, and the Governor’s Council has spearheaded
many of these efforts.

H The Council is appointed by the Governor and is
broadly representative of the public and private
sectors. The council membership includes service
providers and consumers and various other groups
with an interest in adolescent pregnancy issues,
including parents, students, legislators, the clergy,
the news media, business and community
representatives, and educators.

H The Council develops, implements and evaluates a
statewide, nationally recognized media campaign,
and works collaboratively with other partners to
help communities mobilize local action, create media
campaigns, build strong coalitions, and develop
successful public relations activities.

H District Health Departments have taken the lead in
the development of community-based adolescent
pregnancy prevention programs with an abstinence
message.

H Health district efforts involve collaboration with
child advocates, civic organizations, public schools
and higher education institutions, and parents and
teens to address the needs of adolescents in their
areas.

“The support from Governor Kempthorne and the First Lady has been a very important
part of the Council’s success. Their personal involvement in the Council’s direction,
events, and media campaigns has been of tremendous value. The Council puts a lot of
focus on creating and sustaining long-term community efforts with lasting results.
Having the First Lady actively involved in Adolescent Pregnancy Prevention Month and
in high school presentations and local program events statewide has been a great
benefit to our efforts at the local level.”

—Skip Oppenheimer, Chair
Governor’s Council on Adolescent Pregnancy Prevention

Idaho Governor’s Council on
Adolescent Pregnancy Prevention
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Peers Encouraging
Abstinent Kids (PEAK)

Peers Encouraging Abstinent Kids
(PEAK) is an abstinence-only teen
pregnancy program targeting sixth and

seventh graders. It is supported by Idaho’s
Panhandle Health District and County
Adolescent Pregnancy Prevention Coalitions
that were established following a
recommendation from the Governor’s
Council on Adolescent Pregnancy
Prevention. The Coalitions that support
PEAK have memberships that include public
health officials, clergy, parents, elected
officials, media, education, private business,
adolescents, and doctors.

PEAK is designed to teach students ages 10–
14 how to resist peer and social pressure to
become sexually active. PEAK also teaches
assertiveness techniques that are not only
relevant in sexual situations but also in
confrontations pre-teens may face in other
areas such as smoking or drug use.

Sexual Abstinence Ads
Influence on Teen Behavior

After seeing or hearing an ad, the percent of teens wanting to
delay or postpone having sexual intercourse
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Adults

“So, let’s follow this millennium
generation—from birth to maturity.
Let them be our standard by which
we, the leaders of today, measure
our efforts for tomorrow.”

—Governor Dirk Kempthorne
State of the State Address, 1999
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Governor’s Initiative
on Substance Abuse Treatment

 “After all, this is what it is all about. People. This is a human issue, and it is a complex one.
There are many areas where we need to find solutions and ideas, areas such as identifying
prevention programs that connect with today’s kids; providing access to treatment in rural areas;
and developing appropriate alternatives to incarceration.”

—Governor Dirk Kempthorne

Governor Kempthorne has made substance
abuse—alcohol, tobacco, and illegal drugs—
treatment and prevention a priority. In April

2001, Governor Kempthorne signed legislation to
provide funds for substance abuse treatment in Idaho’s
correctional facilities and funding for more community-
based substance abuse treatment and prevention
programs. This represents a major investment in
substance abuse treatment and education programs
both in prison and at the community level. The
legislation also provided for the expansion of drug
courts to every judicial district in the state.

Through this one piece of legislation, the Legislature, in
support of the Governor’s Substance Abuse Initiative,
appropriated funds for the following:

H Substance abuse treatment for offenders in Idaho
prisons and under community supervision programs

H Expansion of Idaho’s drug court programs statewide

H Community-based substance abuse treatment
through the Department of Health and Welfare

H Community-based substance abuse treatment for
indigents delivered through the Department of
Health and Welfare

The legislation also created an inter-branch agreement
between the Idaho Supreme Court and Department of
Health and Welfare concerning development of
treatment options for drug court participants. The
statute provides funds to the Department of Correction
to increase the number of residential treatment beds
and to provide group counseling to offenders in the
prison system.

“This marks a fundamental
change in Idaho’s approach to
the issue of substance abuse.”

—Governor Dirk Kempthorne
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These programs provide offenders
with opportunities to make lasting
changes in the values, attitudes, and
behaviors that lead to criminal
activities and address issues such as
alcohol and drug dependence,
criminal thinking, inadequate
educational and vocational skills,
and poor problem solving and social
skills. Programs are based on

 “Through the Governor’s initiative, we have experienced a remarkable policy
coalition. Idaho’s Supreme Court, state Legislature and Governor teamed up
on a significant issue to develop a common agenda. Instead of presenting
different pieces from different perspectives, these pieces were pulled
together into a comprehensive public policy.”

—Norma Jaeger, Acting Chief
Bureau of Offender Programs, Idaho Department of Correction

Governor Kempthorne’s 2001
Substance Abuse Initiative
dramatically increased the

Idaho Department of Correction’s
offender assessment, programming,
and educational opportunities for
offenders at all levels of custody.

Idaho’s correctional system has
steadily increased offender
programs throughout the state.

quantifiable assessments. This
assessment process identifies factors
associated with criminal behavior.

The foundation of the Department
of Correction’s assessment process is
the Level of Service Inventory—
Revised. Secondary assessments
include mental health, vocational
aptitude, sex offender, substance

Idaho Department of Correction

Substance Abuse Programs
 “Not only is there a law enforcement cost due to increased crime, we must also recognize the
costs to society of increased domestic violence, child abuse, and lost worker productivity that
often accompanies drug use.  Drug use devastates the lives of countless children, families
and communities.”

—Governor Dirk Kempthorne

Assessment: The Foundation of Effective Programming

Commitment to assessment
tools, processes, on-going
training, and quality

assurance is a cornerstone of
Idaho’s system for appropriate
intervention. Implementation of a
system-wide assessment process
ensures that all offenders within the
Idaho Department of Correction’s
jurisdiction receive a battery of

abuse, criminal thinking, and I.Q.
This comprehensive assessment
process allows the Department of
Correction to better understand
each offender’s needs and place
them in the most appropriate
facilities, units, work groups, and
programs.  It also provides a
baseline for future measurement of
offender change.

research and best practices proven
to reduce further criminal behavior.

Under Governor Kempthorne’s
leadership, Idaho’s prison system
may be able to treat 80 percent of
state inmates who have substance
abuse problems. In 2001, the prison
system had resources to treat about
30 percent of inmates.

H
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 “The Governor’s initiative offers more than
financial resources to the Department of
Correction. His initiative focuses attention on
the foundation of the system—focusing on what
works and how we want the system to function.
The Governor’s initiative is shining the light on
the importance of assessment and life skills.”
—Norma Jaeger, Acting Chief, Bureau of Offender Programs

Idaho Department of Correction

Idaho Department of Correction

Women’s Programs
“I am dedicated to building lives, not prisons. We want to help female inmates get their lives back.”

—Governor Dirk Kempthorne

In Governor Kempthorne’s 2001 State of the
State address, he asked the Legislature to expand
treatment at the Pocatello women’s correctional

facility as well as prisons statewide.

The Pocatello Women’s Correctional Center is the only
Idaho prison for women. To meet the unique needs of
female offenders, programming and activities are
designed to increase employability and independence,

encourage family integration and bonding during
incarceration, and foster family stability and support
after release.

The Governor’s Substance Abuse Initiative has resulted
in an expansion of substance abuse treatment programs
for women in Idaho’s correctional facility. The
Legislature approved a measure to build additional
prison beds in the women’s facility dedicated to
treatment of substance abuse for women in 2001.

A Continuum of Services

Attention has been given to not only increasing
the level of services available to offenders, but
to creating a continuum of services. The

assessment process identifies appropriate targets for
behavior change efforts. Services are provided to
offenders at various points during their commitment to
the Department of Correction. Major programs provided
to offenders, based on their assessed needs, include:

H Alcohol/drug education—treatment preparation

H Cognitive self change

H Social skills and problem solving

H Alcohol and drug residential treatment

H Life skills

H Relapse prevention

H Twelve-step groups—Alcoholics/Narcotics
Anonymous

 “This provides immeasurable tools to
help inmates stop the revolving door.”

—Governor Dirk Kempthorne

H
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Correctional Education in Idaho
 “We are not going to warehouse people. In Idaho, we are going to build lives, not prisons.”

—Governor Dirk Kempthorne

Governor Kempthorne has shown personal
interest in the individual success of offenders
under the jurisdiction of the Department of

Correction. He also has recognized the fiscal drain of
crime and incarceration. In his January 2001 State of
the State address, Governor Kempthorne voiced his
expectations that the Department of Correction
provide effective programs and educational services. His
proposed budget included resources necessary to meet
his expectations.

The Governor’s leadership has led to increased
opportunities for offenders in Idaho to address and
conquer the barriers that have prevented their living
successfully in our communities.

Since the late 1970s, the education of offenders had
received little attention. The prevailing belief that
“nothing works” in preparing criminals to return
successfully to the community limited Idaho’s delivery
of educational services and substance abuse programs.
Slowly, however, research has demonstrated that well-

designed programs delivered appropriately do, in fact,
result in ex-offenders becoming productive, responsible,
crime-free members of society. Consequently, support
for correctional education has increased, and with this
support has come expectations of positive results. Idaho
has stepped affirmatively in this new direction.

The Robert Janss School offers educational services in
Idaho’s Correctional facilities. The school is a special-
purpose school accredited by the Northwest
Association of Schools and Colleges and offers adult
offenders in Idaho:

H Adult basic education

H English as second language

H High school equivalency and GED

H Special education

H General employability classes (pre-employment
training)

H Short-term vocational courses (specific job skills
training)

H Life skills education

H Parent education

 “The Governor’s investment in programs and education has
caused the Department of Correction to alter how it
conducts its business. We no longer can take the
shortsighted stance in which it is enough simply to manage
our institutions safely and efficiently. Our new focus,
resulting from the Governor’s initiative, recognizes our
economic responsibility to provide services that result in
offenders returning to communities as contributing members
who live productively and crime-free.”

—Doug Gray, Education Bureau Chief
Department of Correction

Mac Bledsoe, President and Co-
founder of the Drew Bledsoe
Foundation, and Idaho’s First
Lady Patricia Kempthorne
congratulate graduates at Idaho
Correction Institute–Orofino.

H
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Correctional Education

Advisory Committee

In August 2000, Idaho developed a Memorandum of Understanding
establishing a general framework for participation, interaction, and
collaboration among agencies to identify and monitor relevant projects

and to report to the respective boards or governing bodies. Representation
on this committee includes:

Program Highlights
Life Skills Demonstration Project—The Department of
Correction received one of 13 federal grants to study the effects of
providing life skills education to incarcerated felons. The study
confirmed that education designed to provide socialization affects post-
release employment and recidivism.

Parenting with Dignity—In March 1999, the Drew Bledsoe
Foundation provided a parenting curriculum to the Department of
Correction. The class was integrated into the pre-employment training
course; 335 male offenders have completed the class.

Short-term, post-secondary vocational training—Idaho
received funding from the U.S. Office of Correctional Education to
develop a distance learning system primarily used to provide eligible
inmates short-term vocational courses developed by the state’s higher
education system. Post-release follow-up has shown higher employment
rates for inmates who completed courses than for offenders who did
not complete available courses.

H Office of the Governor

H Idaho Board of Correction

H Idaho Department of Labor

H Idaho Commission for Pardons
and Parole

H Idaho State Board of Education

H Superintendent of Public
Instruction

H Idaho Department of Juvenile
Corrections

H Division of Professional-
Technical Education (State
Board of Education)

H Division of Institutional
Services (Department of
Correction)

 “The Governor’s support of
education has provided
additional funding to the
number of programs and
individuals in treatment. This
additional funding has built
upon existing practices which
have shown effectiveness.”

—Tammy Majors, Grant Officer
Department of Correction

Educational profile of offenders
under jurisdiction of Idaho
Department of Correction upon
arriving:

H 70 percent failed to
complete a traditional high
school education

H 40 percent have neither
graduated from high school
nor earned a secondary
education equivalency

H 39 percent have literacy
levels below 9th grade

Accomplishments for 2001:

H 2,871 students are
participating in correctional
educational services

H 409 student offenders
completed secondary
education (7 high school
diplomas; 402 GED/High
School Equivalency
certificates)

H 770 students raised literacy
assessment one or more
levels

“Idaho’s emphasis on treatment and education in
the prisons can be a model for other states.”

—Governor Dirk Kempthorne

H
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Idaho’s Drug Courts
 “With this expanded treatment network, judges can use the flexibility of drug courts to sentence
an individual to community treatment—not to prison.”

—Governor Dirk Kempthorne

In 2001, Governor Kempthorne signed legislation to
expand drug courts in Idaho. A coordinated effort
by the legislative, judicial, and executive branches,

this legislation reduces the incidence of drug abuse and
addiction and the costs associated with incarceration
and recidivism while protecting the community.

The drug courts goals include:

H Lower overcrowding of jails and prisons

H Reduce alcohol and drug abuse and dependency
among criminal and juvenile offenders

H Hold offenders accountable

H Reduce recidivism

H Promote effective interaction and use of resources
among the courts, justice system personnel, and
community agencies

Coordinating Committee

Idaho’s Supreme Court created a drug court
coordinating committee consisting of the
Governor’s Office, judges, court administrators,

county probation officers, treatment providers, and
representatives from the departments of Correction,
Juvenile Corrections, Education, and Health and
Welfare. The committee’s implementation plan forges
partnerships among the courts, public agencies, and
community-based organizations. Idaho’s drug courts can
accommodate up to 525 offenders in substance abuse
treatment programs at any given time.

Coordinated Family Services

An additional piece of legislation enacted in 2001
set in place a structure for the planning,
implementation, and evaluation of coordinated

family services delivered through the Idaho Supreme
Court. The legislation came in response to the increasing
incidence of children and family members appearing in
more than one court proceeding, including juvenile
corrections, domestic violence, adoptions, and child
protection actions. This legislation provides funds to
coordinate diverse cases and related family services.

Parenting Classes

As part of coordinated family services, all judicial
districts offer parenting classes for divorcing
parents. These classes make a significant impact

on parents, helping them recognize the harmful impacts
of high-conflict on children. Drug court teams link
parenting class participants with other appropriate
community resources.

Idaho Court Institutes on
Children and Families

Idaho Court Institutes on Children and Families are
held annually. These summits provide a multi-
disciplinary forum for each branch and department of

Idaho’s government to improve court practices for cases
involving Idaho’s families and children.

J

J

J

J

 “Having worked in other state court systems, the level of inter-branch coordination,
communication, and problem solving in Idaho is extraordinary, whether addressing
substance abuse, children and families, or reducing delays for children in foster care.”

—Patti Tobias, Administrative Director, Idaho Supreme Court
Member of the Governor’s Coordinating Council for Families and Children



A
d
u

l
t
s

Culture of Cooperation Shaping the DirectionH62

term comprehensive and coordinated substance abuse
strategic plan for the state of Idaho.

The Task Force is composed of the directors of the
departments of Education, Correction, Juvenile
Corrections, Transportation, Health and Welfare, and
Idaho State Police. The Task Force has agreed on a
continuum of care for substance abuse services that
includes prevention, intervention, assessment,
education, treatment, and aftercare.

Combating Methamphetamine

Governor Kempthorne implemented a
broad, comprehensive strategy to combat
manufacturing, distribution, and use of

methamphetamine in Idaho. Resources are being devoted
to the Idaho State Police, including additional personnel,
equipment, and training. Also, the Governor proposed,
and the Legislature approved, mandatory minimum
sentences for those who manufacture or attempt to
manufacture methamphetamine.

H In 2000, the Idaho State Police seized 104 pounds of
methamphetamine, more than three times the
amount seized the year before.

H The number of methamphetamine labs seized
increased 74 percent from 1998 to 1999. The
following year, the number of labs seized was
dramatically reduced because of the strong laws that
put offenders behind bars, the continued training of
local law enforcement, and the on-going efforts of
Idaho State Police to educate the public on the
dangers of methamphetamine.

Governor’s Interagency
Substance Abuse Task Force

“We want a seamless approach between state, local, and federal agencies to fight these peddlers
of poison. We outlined our statewide methamphetamine strategy, and received valuable insight
from county sheriffs, prosecutors, local police chiefs and other agencies.”

—Governor Dirk Kempthorne
 November 10, 1999

The Governor’s Interagency Substance Abuse
Task Force is the Governor’s Cabinet level
advisory team on the issue of substance abuse.

The Task Force envisions an Idaho united in its efforts
to combat substance abuse where individuals and
families are safe to work, learn and play in their
communities without suffering the harmful
consequences of alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs.
Governor Kempthorne convened the Task Force to
work with community stakeholders to develop a long-

“This is the strongest message we can send to anyone. And
that is if you’re going to mix these chemicals, which include
Drano and lighter fluid, to create that poison that you
would put down the throats of children and adults in
Idaho, you peddlers of poison are going to go to prison—
no ifs, ands or buts!”

—Governor Dirk Kempthorne
At the signing of Senate Bill 1216, March 22, 1999
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“The conference opened lines
of communication between state
leaders, drug and alcohol
abuse experts and law
enforcement. Many of these
individuals, with their
respective disciplines have been
to meetings, many meetings, but
they have not all been
together. They’ve been meeting
here for the first time.”

—Governor Dirk Kempthorne
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The Western Governors’ Association
Drug Summit

Governor Kempthorne served as chairman of the
Western Governors’ Association. He hosted the
Western Governors’ Association Drug Summit in 2001

in Boise. The drug summit represented a culmination of cross-
state efforts. The governor attended two drug policy
academies held in Nebraska and Arizona the previous year.

Western governors and experts from across the country attended
the drug summit. The summit focused on effective solutions for
reducing drug and alcohol abuse through prevention, treatment,
education, and enforcement.

The summit focused on issues such as innovations in treatment
and prevention programs, innovations in the court system, ideas
to slow the growing use and abuse of methamphetamine,
treatment in today’s managed health care, and public opinion
related to drug policy.

“That’s why we are here. For the children. For a
safer society. For a better future.  No one can fight
this battle alone. No one agency or state has the
solution. But working together as a regional team,
we can combine the skills and expertise to make a
difference. We cannot afford to sit on the
sidelines.”

—Governor Dirk Kempthorne
Western Governors’ Association Drug Summit 2001

“The Governor’s interest in and commitment to addressing substance abuse has raised
the visibility of substance abuse to a level, the likes of which we have not seen
since the development of the Alcoholism Intoxication and Treatment Act in 1970s.”

—Pharis Stanger, Substance Abuse Project Manager
Department of Health and Welfare
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Idaho Department of Health and Welfare

Substance Abuse Treatment Programs

The Department of Health and Welfare partners
with volunteer Regional Substance Abuse
Authorities to service priorities for substance

abuse prevention and treatment services. This provides
the structure for interagency collaboration at the local
level.

Instituted Placement Criteria—The Department
implemented the nationally recognized substance abuse
treatment placement criteria developed by the
American Society of Addiction Medicine (ASAM).
This helps match clients to the appropriate level of
treatment care.

Care Management Services—The Department
added a care management component to substance
abuse treatment services. This is separate from the
treatment provider component and determines
financial and clinical eligibility and authorizes all
services before delivery. This service matches clients to
the appropriate level of care and helps ensure that they
are moving through the treatment process according to
placement criteria.

Competency Based Curriculum Development
and Higher Education Courses—The
Department created a group of addiction studies
coordinators from Boise State University, College of
Southern Idaho, Lewis–Clark State College, Idaho State
University, and the University of Idaho. Named
IDEAS!, this group has developed a competency-based
curriculum to train certified alcohol drug abuse
counselors.

Substance Abuse Treatment Services
for Adolescents and Adults

This curriculum and program is a leader in the
northwest and is teaming with the Northwest Frontier
Addiction Technology Transfer Center to address
substance abuse counselor workforce issues in Alaska,
Idaho, Oregon, and Washington. The Department also
is coordinating with the departments of Correction and
Labor to address workforce issues in Idaho.

Services for Indigent Citizens—Throughout the
state, the Department has established substance abuse
treatment services for indigent citizens abusing or
dependent on alcohol or other drugs.

Hispanic Counselor Recruitment and Stipend
Program—The Department contracts with the
Commission on Hispanic Affairs to recruit and support
students to become certified alcohol drug counselors to
address the shortage of counselors for monolingual
Hispanic clients.

Child Protection/Substance Abuse Treatment
Programs—Health and Welfare’s Substance Abuse
Program and the Child Protection Program are
coordinating to pilot child protection/substance abuse
treatment programs in two regions of the state.

These programs are showing promising results in
addressing factors created by the federal Adoption and
Safe Families Act. Families benefit through the
improved coordination.

Services are delivered through contracts and grants with
private non-profit and public agencies.

In state fiscal year 2001, Health and Welfare had the
capacity to serve 4,422 adults and 1,048 adolescents in
treatment.  This was up from 4,373 adults and 828
adolescents treated in 2000.
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2000 ‘Anti-Stigma’

Campaign

The Department of Health
and Welfare developed a
public awareness campaign

in 2000 to improve public
understanding of mental illness.
Idaho schools received copies of
“Hearts and Minds,” a 30-minute
video about Idaho teens living and
coping with mental illness. The
Department partnered with Idaho
Public Television to produce “In
Our Own Voice,” a one-hour
documentary about mental illness.
In addition, the campaign produced
three television commercials
and launched the Red Flags
project in Idaho schools
with support from
the Office of the
Governor.

Idaho Department of Health and Welfare

Adult Mental Health Services

Idaho’s public mental health system focuses on a
comprehensive, integrated, consumer and family-
guided system of care. The vision includes an

emphasis on early intervention, promotion of
normalized life, encouraging self-reliance, enhancing

functional ability, and recognizing and supporting the
diversity of individuals and families. The state’s adult
mental health plan emphasizes development of supports
to maintain individuals with severe and persistent
mental illness in the community.

Assertive Community
Treatment (ACT)

Idaho has been recognized
nationally for its assertive
community treatment (ACT)

program. In the ACT model, a
multidisciplinary team works
collaboratively to deliver the
treatment, rehabilitation, and
support services needed to live
successfully in the community. This
team includes social workers, a
nurse, psychiatrist, and vocational
rehabilitation counselor. Services
are delivered in the client’s
neighborhood, workplace, or home.

 “ACT is a one-stop shopping approach to providing
services to those who have the most serious types
of mental illness and who are at greatest risk of
re-hospitalization. This natural collaboration and

coordination results in more efficient and effective
services. In a word, every member of the team does

whatever is needed, wherever and whenever it’s needed,
to support the client in the community.”

Roy Sargeant, Chief
Bureau of Mental Health and Substance Abuse

Idaho Department of Health and Welfare

Treatment
of Co-Occurring

Mental Illness and
Substance Abuse

Idaho understands that treating
mental illness and substance
abuse separately is no longer

efficient or effective for many
individuals who need help. Instead,
Idaho recognizes that for many
people these two disorders occur
together and need to be treated
together. National studies estimate
that between 50 and 70 percent of
people with serious mental illness
also have a substance abuse
problem.
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Partnership with
Idaho Division
of Vocational
Rehabilitation

Idaho places high importance
on placing or returning
persons with mental illness to

work and productivity. A division
of vocational rehabilitation
counselor is assigned full time to
work with the adult mental health
program in each of Idaho’s seven
regions.

Public/Private
Partnerships

The availability of mental
health services in the
private sector continues to

expand in Idaho. With increasing
interest in privatization, emphasis
will be placed on the development
of new public/private partnerships.

J
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 “Co-occurring disorders are no longer for us
the exception, they are the expectation.  Our
community mental health centers in four of
Idaho’s regions operate co-occurring disorders
programs. This approach has truly been an
innovation in our state.”

Roy Sargeant, Chief, Bureau of Mental Health and
Substance Abuse, Idaho Department of Health and Welfare

Idaho State Planning Council
on Mental Health

The 40-member Idaho State Planning Council on Mental
Health includes advocates, consumers, regional mental
health advisory board members, and state agency

representatives. The Council submits an annual report to the
Governor regarding accomplishments and needs within the public
mental health system.

HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH

“We started an intensive, statewide training program on the
concepts of recovery and self-help. In our adult mental health
programs—and with the support of the State Planning Council
on Mental Health—we are beginning to talk about recovery.
This is a very important shift in how we see people with mental
illness. It’s really about self-help, self-sufficiency, and
community integration.”

—Karl Kurtz, Director, Idaho Department of Health and Welfare
2001 Suicide Prevention Symposium

Idaho’s First Lady Patricia
Kempthorne helped dispel myths
about mental illness by appearing in
a statewide television campaign
sponsored by the Idaho Department
of Health and Welfare. The 2001
campaign consisted of three
commercials that also won national
Telly Awards.

H
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Breast and Cervical Cancer Treatment Act
Every Woman Matters

In March 2001, Governor Kempthorne signed into
law “Every Woman Matters.” Effective July 1,
2001, this legislation provides breast and cervical

cancer treatment for women diagnosed through the
Women’s Health Check, Idaho’s breast and cervical
cancer early detection program. The federal
government provides a match of  $4 for every dollar the
state spends on cancer treatment covered through
Medicaid.

H Idaho is among the first 10 states in the nation to
pass this legislation and receive approval for its
treatment coverage plan.

H The first Idaho woman enrolled in the program and
received treatment July 3, 2001.

H As of September 19, 2001, a total of 15 women
received breast or cervical cancer treatment through
the “Every Woman Matters” portion of Medicaid.

The program is available to Idaho women who are
between 50 and 60 years of age with limited income
and without health insurance coverage and who are
enrolled, screened, and diagnosed through Idaho’s
Women’s Health Check.

Idaho Pink Teas

Idaho’s Pink Teas are an Idaho tradition that take place each fall
as part of Breast Cancer Awareness month. Idaho’s First Lady and
local organizations serve as hosts of the Pink Teas. The teas provide

an opportunity for breast cancer survivors, family, friends, and
advocates to come together and celebrate life. Since 2000, First Lady
Patricia Kempthorne has served as host at Pink Teas in Boise, Twin Falls,
Salmon, and Gooding.

Idaho Women’s Commission

The mission of the Idaho Women’s Commission
is to encourage Idaho women to increase their
participation and contributions to the social,

political, and economic progress of Idaho communities,
the state, and the nation. The Commission engages in
activities that encourage and stimulate the development
of strong families:

H In 2001, the Commission launched a series of
statewide workshops called “Women in Leadership”
that focused on “Women in Politics.” The

workshops covered topics ranging from the
importance of volunteerism at local schools to
running for statewide office.

H The Commission printed 11,000 copies of “Idaho
Laws, a Guide for Women and Families.”

H The Commission helps young mothers in Idaho’s
prisons by providing books and encouraging them
to read to their children.  The Commission also
offers encouragement to women in prison to stay
sober and break the cycle of child neglect.
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Idaho Department of Labor

Services to Children and Families

The Idaho Department of Labor offers a variety
of services to families and children through
Job Service offices throughout the state. Services

range from basic labor exchange services, available to
the general public, to activities that meet the needs of

specific populations, including youth. Overall, on
average, Job Service connects with more than 200
Idaho businesses and schools to provide services to
more than 24,000 in- and out-of-school youth.

Student Programs

H Tours of Job Service offices are provided to about
1,400 students annually to acquaint them with
services and information available at these offices.

H Job Service offices across Idaho partner with
businesses to offer job fairs to as many as 4,000
students annually.

H In a given year, local offices participate in career
fairs with local schools attended by about 15,000
students.

H Job search workshops are provided to more than
3,000 students annually at schools across the state.

H In 2000, more than 900 Idaho youth received
services aimed at dropout prevention, educational
enhancement, and employment.

H Job Service hosts students in a variety of work
activities. It sponsors interns, hires youth as
temporary employees, serves as work sites for work-
study programs. Job Service also sponsors juvenile
offenders completing community service hours.

H “ACE” camp, a summer program in north Idaho,
begins with two days of Academic and Citizenship
Enrichment (ACE). Youth participate in activities
designed to improve teamwork, effective
communication, self-esteem, problem solving, and
decision-making. This is followed by workshops that
focus on interviewing skills, labor market
orientation, work ethics, applications, cultural
diversity, and sexual harassment, which in turn is
followed by actual experience working at public
sector worksites.

H A project in south central Idaho serves non-college
bound youth, 18–21 years of age, who desire full-
time, unsubsidized employment with good earnings
and medical benefits. Participants meet with local
hiring authorities and tour local employer job sites
where they receive workplace safety training, CPR
training, and First Aid Certification. Trainees are
taught job-seeking skills and personal computer skills
that relate specifically to a work environment.

Registered Apprenticeship Training

In Idaho, apprenticeship is used extensively by
various sectors of the economy to train the
necessary skilled workforce. An apprentice in Idaho

who successfully completes a registered apprenticeship
program through the Department of Labor receives a

nationally recognized Certificate of Completion from
the U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of
Apprenticeship and Training. About 1,200 to 1,400
registered apprentices were in training in Idaho in
2001.
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Idaho Workforce Development Council

At the beginning of Governor Kempthorne’s
administration, he reaffirmed the importance
of the Workforce Development Council

established by Governor Phil Batt. The Council
provides strategic direction and oversight of Idaho’s
workforce development system. Its members represent
business, workers, education, government, and
community-based organizations from every region of
the state. The primary role of the Council is to advise
the Governor and the State Board of Education on
strategies designed to yield high quality workforce
investment services for Idaho’s businesses, job seekers,
and students.

The Council is committed to the Governor’s belief that
by improving access to quality education and training
services and expanding business and employment
opportunities, Idaho can enhance quality of life and
contribute to the well being of families and their
children.

Goals of the Workforce Development Council that
impact Idaho families and children:

H Establish a comprehensive workforce delivery
system. The Workforce Development Council
provides leadership to IdahoWorks boards. Council

programs, accessed through IdahoWorks Centers in
each area, offer a wide range of employment and
training services to youth and families to promote
self-sufficiency and the ability to provide for
families.

H Support a comprehensive educational system for all
students that includes rigorous school-based learning
and relevant work-based learning. The Council
assumed the role of the “School-to-Work”
collaborative team, overseeing the implementation
of school-based and work-based initiatives to
provide comprehensive education and training for
youth. The Council also oversees special efforts to
assist at-risk youth or those with special needs in
becoming self-sufficient members of the workforce.

H Provide opportunities for and encourage life-long
skill development for Idaho’s current and
transitional workforce. Operating under the
umbrella of IdahoWorks, Idaho’s workforce
development partners collaborate to ensure all
workers and their families have the opportunity to
participate fully in the workforce at a level that
brings self-sufficiency and balances work and
family life.

State Board of Education
Division of Professional-Technical Education

Idaho Displaced Homemaker Program

In Idaho, adult single parents and displaced
homemakers are served through a network of
counseling centers called Centers for New

Directions. These Centers provide a full range of
services targeted to meet employment readiness needs.
They are situated on the campuses of Idaho’s six
technical colleges that are located regionally to best
serve the majority of Idaho residents.

In 2001, the Centers for New Directions provided
services for more than 1,500 displaced homemakers as
they moved from dependence to independence.
Vocational equity grants allow each Center to provide
pre-vocational training and stipends for participants
wishing to enter a non-traditional professional-
technical education program.
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Idaho Child Care Program

The Idaho Department of Health and Welfare
operates the Idaho Child Care Program, a child
care subsidy program for families with limited

income. Families may be eligible for assistance with
childcare expenses if they are working, looking for
work, attending training or education programs, or
need preventive services.

The program has experienced substantial growth since
Governor Kempthorne took office in 1999. That
January, the program served 6,441 children. In May
2001, the number of children served had grown to
10,523. In fiscal year 1999, the Idaho Child Care
Program provided $16.5 million in childcare subsidies.
In fiscal year 2001, spending reached $27.3 million.

The Department of Health and Welfare also works to
improve the availability and quality of childcare across
the state. Because of the Governor’s “Generation of the
Child” Initiative:

H The Idaho Child Care Program Oversight Committee
was created to study childcare issues and
recommend improvements to the program.

H A project team was established to implement the
Oversight Committee’s recommendations.

H A permanent advisory panel was established to
provide guidance to the Department of Health and
Welfare on childcare issues.

Youth Councils

In 1999, each IdahoWorks Board appointed
Youth Councils across Idaho to coordinate a
comprehensive youth service system that

prepares young people for further learning and
employment. The Councils consist of local
IdahoWorks Board members and community
members interested in youth services. The Youth
Council role varies from area to area, but each has
responsibility under the Workforce Investment Act
for designing a comprehensive youth service system.

The Youth Councils participate in efforts to bring
together service providers and policy advisors in
education, workforce development, juvenile justice,
and other social service and non-profit organizations.
In one case, a major regional conference was used to
familiarize teachers and others in education with the
variety of community services available to youth.
Another Youth Council helped facilitate a “service
provider” fair to expand the awareness of services in
the community.

IdahoWorks

IdahoWorks is organized to help businesses find
qualified employees, graduates find first jobs, and
workers find new job opportunities. The

IdahoWorks Workforce is comprised of private sector
representatives who assist and evaluate needed skill
training, appropriate job opportunities, and provide
labor market information.

H Job seekers can connect directly to a growing list of
workforce services and information through the
IdahoWorks web site.

H There are 471 IdahoWorks customer computers in
144 state and local “one-stop” partner offices,
schools, libraries, and community resource centers
across Idaho. These computers provide access to a
wealth of workforce services and information.

H IdahoWorks kiosks, single computer stations, are
being placed in 30 locations throughout Idaho.

H
H

H
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Hispanic Cultural Center
“We need to celebrate and recognize the
heritage of our Hispanic citizens and the
contributions they make to Idaho.”

—Governor Dirk Kempthorne

Governor Kempthorne led a delegation to
Mexico to join in celebrating “Idaho Week in
Jalisco” in 1999. While there, the Governor

accepted a $50,000 gift from the Governor of Jalisco,
Mexico, Alberto Cardenas, for the state of Idaho to
build a Hispanic Cultural Center. The Center will be
built in Nampa and will serve as a cultural and learning
center focused on Hispanic heritage.

Governor Kempthorne recommended a matching
$50,000 state grant to help build the Hispanic Cultural
Center through the Department of Commerce’s budget.

Idaho Council on Domestic Violence
and Victim Assistance

The Idaho Council on Domestic Violence and
Victim Assistance is a governor-appointed
advisory board for programs and services

affecting victims of domestic violence and other crimes
in Idaho.

H In 2000, the Council awarded more than $2.5 million
in grants to programs that serve crime victims:

I 41% was awarded to domestic violence programs

I 22% to sexual assault programs

I 16% to child abuse programs

I 21% to other programs including drunk driving,
juvenile courts, and victim/witness

H In 2001, about 350 law enforcement personnel,
health care workers, and legal and other
professionals discussed the rights of victims at  the
Council’s statewide training conference.

H The Council developed standards for domestic
violence personnel and shelters, sexual assault
programs, and batterer treatment programs.

As part of the Covernor’s  “Generation of the Child”
Initiative, the Council aids many programs that benefit
children or their families either with services directly
related to a crime or with prevention services.

H The Council’s special Family Violence and Children
Grant is available for innovative programs that
address the impact of family violence on children.

H The Council also works with programs that help
victims of child abuse.

H The Council provides funding for several “Healthy
Families” programs that work to prevent crimes by
educating parents and making resources available
to them.

This was originally requested by the Commission on
Hispanic Affairs, but was shifted to the Department of
Commerce in the Governor’s recommendation.

The Center is in the midst of a membership drive and
sale of its annual calendar. The calendar features major
American and Hispanic holidays as well as a listing of
most of the Hispanic non-profit entities in the state.
Sales will support the Center’s operating budget.
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Idaho Commission on the Arts

The Commission on the Arts is Idaho’s
principal cultural agency. The Commission’s
goals include:

H Striving to provide artistic opportunities for all of
Idaho’s communities

H Endeavoring to make the arts part of the formal
education of Idaho’s children

H Supporting Idaho’s visual, performing, and literary
artists

H Encouraging and recognizing Idaho’s tradition-
bearers

H Serving as partner, facilitator, and advocate

In 1999, to enhance the quality of education in rural
communities, Governor Kempthorne saw the need for
children in rural schools to experience live theater,
dance, and music. Today, rural school districts bring
artists to their schools, using a combination of state and
local district funds.

The Governor and the Idaho Legislature supported a
statewide tour of schools highlighting dance. As part of
the Arts Millennium Project 2000, funds were available
to allow children from each Idaho county to be trained
in music, theater, and dance through a Performing Arts
Camp administered by Ballet Idaho.

In 2001, the Idaho Commission on the Arts presented a
statewide conference titled “Arts Matter!” for artists,
educators, arts organizations, administrators, civic
leaders, and parents. Idaho saw four of the nation’s
leaders in arts education, advocacy, accessibility, and
programs for juvenile offenders—live and inspiringly
personable—during the two-day conference, which
gathered over 330 members of the arts and educational
community from around the state.

The Art Commission’s budget now approaches $1.5
million. Two-thirds of that amount comes through an
appropriation approved by the Legislature and signed
by Governor Kempthorne. The National Endowment
provides the remaining funds.

“Personal development within the arts is one of the best tools for developing young
minds. Creativity, structure, expression, and especially self discipline all are part of
the inseparable nature between young people and the arts. Governor Kempthorne and
the First Lady through the ‘Generation of the Child’ Initiative understand this
fundamental link in the continuum of human development. They also recognize the
importance the arts play in enhancing all of our lives as adults.”

—Sean Wilson, Commissioner, Idaho Commission on the Arts, Moscow

“The ‘Arts Matter!’ conference energized a constituency of teachers and
administrators, as well as artists, and will clearly be a harbinger of
good things to come for children and citizens, extending into the farthest
reaches of rural and less-rural Idaho. Clearly, the arts matter in
everyday life in everyday places all over this great state; and support for
the arts is only going to keep getting better. The nation’s experts believe
in us; the state’s political leadership is supportive and proudly joining in;
and the talent, as demonstrated during the conference by teachers and
artists alike, is an incredible statewide, homegrown resource—ready and
available for all.”

—Mark Hofflund, Chair, Idaho Commission on the Arts
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Seniors

 “I have declared this the ‘Generation
of the Child.’ And if there is anything
that can have a positive influence on
our children, it is the experiences, the
love and the values of our seniors.”

—Governor Dirk Kempthorne
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Idaho Commission on the Aging

 “Several groups of caregivers are growing—grandparents caring for grandchildren and even
great-grandchildren, adults caring for children and elderly parents, and people in their 70s
caring for parents and relatives in their 90s. These caring adults are frequently unprepared for
this unexpected responsibility. The Idaho Commission on Aging hopes to use new funds to provide
information, training and services to help them cope with these responsibilities.”

—Lois Bauer, Director, Idaho Commission on Aging

H In 2000, forty-seven Tax Commission employees
volunteered time to help on programs such as
Volunteer Tax Assistance and Tax Counseling for
the Elderly. In addition, the Idaho State Tax
Commission provided presentations to the Service
Corps of Retired Executives.

H Many Idaho seniors are experiencing the rewards of
volunteering their time. Through the Senior
Volunteer Program, more than 4,000 retired
volunteers provided 622,690 hours of community
service in 2001 with programs such as “America
Reads”—a tutoring program for children in grades
kindergarten through third grade.

H In 2001, 205 senior volunteers provided 181,656
hours of community service as Foster Grandparents.
Most worked as “grandparents” in Head Start
programs, Youth Service Centers, Child Development
Centers, Teen Parent Programs, and programs for
special needs children in elementary schools.

H 127 senior volunteers provided 104,400 hours in
home companionship to homebound seniors in 2001.

“Adult children, recognize your responsibility to your parents,
who someday may need your help, just as you once needed theirs.”

—Governor Dirk Kempthorne
State of the State Address, 2000

H The 2000 Census reported that 15 percent of
Idaho’s population is 60 years of age or older. By
2025, seniors are projected to make up 21.5 percent
of Idaho’s population.

H In 2001, Governor Kempthorne proposed an
initiative to make more funds available for in-home
services to help seniors remain at home. During the
2001 legislative session, an additional $900,000 was
appropriated for senior programs in Idaho, including
home delivered meals, case management, and
transportation services. In addition, $100,000 of
state funding was appropriated for the family
caregiver program, enabling more elderly to stay
home with their loved ones.

H Funds provided through Governor Kempthorne’s
initiative are now allowing the Idaho Commission
on Aging and Area Agencies on Aging to help more
seniors remain at home and in their communities
and to address the needs of more Idaho senior
citizens, especially in rural and isolated
communities.

H As the elderly population continues to grow, the
Idaho Commission on Aging and the Governor will
be carefully reviewing the results of programs using
these funds.
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Big Brothers Big Sisters Mentoring

Big Brothers Big Sisters programs offer children volunteer mentors
who share with a child activities that they both enjoy, for example,
fishing or chess. Seniors also join children during school lunch time

as “school buddies” through mentoring programs. Once a week, senior
mentors join youth at the YMCA to share a book or do math fractions, and
then spend an hour enjoying recreation. Currently, 13 seniors are volunteer
mentors in Big Brothers Big Sisters Southwest program.

 “So many children are growing up in isolation from adults. Mentoring offers
a wonderful, personal opportunity to re-connect the generations. Each time a
senior becomes a mentor, a lucky child benefits from a lifetime of experiences.
At the same time, the senior mentor gets to enjoy the magic of childhood once
again. Everyone is richer for the experience.”

—Cindy Mesko, Executive Director
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Southwest Idaho

The ‘Growing Place’

The “Growing Place” is an
Easter Seals/Goodwill
Child Development Center

that offers an innovative early care
and early education program. It
encourages children of all abilities to
learn, play and grow together with
the help of seniors. The Center
provides a nurturing environment
and the opportunity to interact daily
with built-in grandmas and
grandpas. The “Growing Place” is
actually located in the same building
as the Capitol Care facility for senior
citizens, a setting that naturally
allows for daily intergenerational
activities.

Community-Based Intergenerational Activities

HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH

H
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Idaho Division of Veterans Services
Programs for the Elderly

Idaho operates State Veterans Homes in Boise,
Pocatello, and Lewiston, enabling veterans in
need of services to remain close to their families

and communities. Qualified State Service Officers are
located at each veterans home to assist both veterans in
the community and in the homes with Veterans Affairs,
Social Security, and Medicaid benefits. Each facility
offers its residents a wide variety of social, physical,
and spiritual opportunities.

The Idaho Veterans Affairs Commission consists of five
representatives appointed by the governor. The
Division of Veterans Services sponsors special projects
for Idaho’s veterans:

H Operation Recognition—This is a national
program that awards high school diplomas to World
War II veterans who left high school to join the war
effort.

H French Legion of Honor—An ambassador
from France awarded the French Legion of Honor
to Idaho’s World War I veteran, Harry Robinowitz
at age 104.

H Veterans Cemetery—A Veterans Cemetery is in
the initial stages of construction in Idaho.

H French Certificates of World War II—
Veterans Homes are identifying their World War II
veterans who served in France. Certificates were
awarded in conjunction with 2001 Veterans Day
programs.

H Korean War Service Medals —Korean veterans
are awarded Korean War Service medals by the
Korean government during annual recognition
ceremonies.

Idaho Department of Health and Welfare

Home and Community-Based Services Waiver

Idaho’s Home and Community-Based Services
(HCBS) waiver allows more choices for adults
who are elderly or physically disabled. After

identifying unmet needs, eligible Medicaid consumers
are able to choose services that will allow them to stay
in their own homes or communities. Some of the
services available through the waiver include assisted
transportation, assisted housekeeping, nursing services,

safety companions, adult daycare, home delivered
meals, in-home respite, and specialized equipment.

As of June 2001, there have been 545 potential
diversions from nursing facilities onto the waiver. This
represents 545 Idahoans who were able to make
decisions about where they live, maintain self-
sufficiency, individuality, dignity, and community
integration.

 “It seems like yesterday that Veterans
Homes were filled with veterans of
World War I, II, Korea, and even Vietnam.
The homes no longer care for World War
I. Today, World War II veterans make up
the majority of our census.”

—Tina Basel, Management Assistant
Idaho Division of Veterans Affairs

H
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Resources and Index

 “There is a correlation between how we
start our children on the path of life,
and the quality of all our lives.”

—Governor Dirk Kempthorne
State of the State Address, 1999
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The Idaho CareLine provides Idaho citizens
with a statewide toll-free, bilingual telephone
line that connects them to the health and

human services they need. The Idaho CareLine finds
help for callers from among the thousands of agencies,
support groups and programs available across the state.

Provided through the Idaho Department of Health and
Welfare’s Division of Family and Community Services,
the CareLine is the only statewide information and
referral service operating in Idaho.

H The CareLine uses an extensive database of more
than 3,900 health and human service providers to
support the information and referral activities. The
CareLine links people to providers of services such
as prenatal care, immunizations, adolescent
pregnancy prevention, child development
information, services for the elderly, and more.

H The CareLine has served as the “central directory”
for Department of Health and Welfare programs
since 1991. Over the years, it has expanded beyond
federal mandates to include any service provided by
the Department of Health and Welfare.

H The CareLine provides information, referral and
client assistance 10 hours per day, five days a week.
An automated voice messaging system takes calls
after operating business hours and on weekends.
Calls are returned immediately upon staff arrival the
next business day.

H The CareLine has a customer service representative
position that is designated as bilingual. All other
CareLine staff have the capability of accessing
translation for more than 140 languages.

H The CareLine experienced a 109 percent increase in
calls between 1998 and 2000.

H In 2001, the CareLine averaged 2,462 calls per
month.

Idaho CareLine

‘211 Idaho’

The Junior League of Boise developed “211 Idaho” as a
single telephone source of information for
community-based health and human services.

Mountain States Group, Inc., Saint Alphonsus Regional
Medical Center, and the United Way of Treasure Valley joined
with the Junior League to implement the 211 Idaho project.

Because the Idaho CareLine and 211 share common issues and
key goals, a working relationship is being developed. The goal
of a CareLine and 211 collaboration would be to achieve
greater efficiency and a more comprehensive health and
human service information referral system for Idaho .
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“Access Idaho” 6
“ACE” Camp 68
Achievement Standards 29
ACT 65
Adolescent Mental Health 51–52. See also

Mental Health.
Adolescent Pregnancy Prevention

Coalition 52, 54
Adolescents Section 39–54
Adult Mental Health Services 65–66. See

also Mental Health.
Adults Section 55–72
Albertson College of Idaho 41
Alcohol 44–46, 48–49, 56–58, 61–64.

See also Substance Abuse
AmeriCorps 16, 18 , 42–43
Annual Idaho Prevention Conference 44
Anti-Alcohol Campaigns 44
“Anti-Stigma” Campaign 65
Area Agencies on Aging 74
“Arts Matter!” 72
Arts Millennium Project 2000 72
Assertive Community Treatment 65
Association of Idaho Cities 5, 35, 43, 47
Asthma Coalition of Idaho 50
At-risk 8, 20 , 23, 35, 42, 68

B
Best Practice 31, 45, 57
Big Brothers Big Sisters 75
Blue Cross of Idaho 12
Boise State Univ ersity 11, 41, 64
Bonneville Youth Development Council 33,

43
Breast and Cervical Cancer Treatment

Act 67
Breastfeeding 8–9
Brigham Young University–Idaho 41

C
CareLine 78
Caring Foundation, the 13
CASA 38
“Celebrate Graduation” 48–49
Centers for New Directions 69

Child Abuse Prevention 34–36
Governor’s Task Force on Children at
Risk 34
Idaho Child Mortality Review Team 36
Idaho Children’s Trust Fund 35–36, 43–
45
Idaho Safe Haven Act 34
Keeping Children Safe Panels 34
Second Annual Child Abuse and Neglect
Prevention Conference 36

Child Protection 34, 61, 64
Childcare 9, 11, 13, 19, 20, 23, 50, 70
Children’s Health Insurance Program 14
Children’s Lead Screening Program of

Idaho 33
Children’s Mental Health 37–38. See also

Mental Health.
Children’s Mental Health Alliance 38
Children’s Mental Health Service

Delivery Project 37
CHIP 14–15, 22
Co-Occurring Mental Illness and

Substance Abuse 65
College of Southern Idaho 41, 64
College Savings 41
Columbia Dental of Idaho 13
Community Dental Service Project 12
Community Resource Workers 32
Community Resources for Families 32–33
Community-Based Intergenerational

Activities 75
Coordinated Family Services 61
Corporation for National Service 43
Correctional Education 59–60
Correctional Education Advisory

Committee 60
Council on Deaf and Hard of Hearing 21
Creative and Innovative Grants 29

D
DARE 48
Delta Dental Plan of Idaho 12
Developmental Delays 20

Idaho Infant Toddler Program 20–21
Developmental Disabilities 31

Idaho Council on Developmental
Disabilities 31

“Dinner and a Book” Initiative 28
Displaced Homemaker Program 69
District Health Departments 12, 20,

52, 53
Diverse Populations 48
Division of Institutional Services 60
Division of Professional-Technical

Education 60, 69

Drew Bledsoe Foundation, the 59, 60
Drug Abuse Resistance Education 48
Drug Courts 56, 61
Drug-Free Communities Act Funded

Coalitions 45
Drugs 44, 56, 62, 64. See also

Substance Abuse.
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E-Newsletter 6
Early Childhood Information

Clearinghouse 9
Early Intervention 20, 33, 65
Early Learning 4, 9

Parents as Teachers 16–17
Idaho Association for the Education of
Young Children 22
Idaho Head Start 19
Idaho State Library 23–26

Early Years Conference 8
Easter Seals 75
Eastern Idaho Behavioral Health Center

38
Eastern Idaho Technical College 41
Education. See Correction Education,

Higher Education, Idaho Department
of Education, and Idaho State Board
of Education

Elderly 74–76, 78
Every Woman Matters 67

F
Family Literacy Initiative 29
Foster Grandparents 74

G
“Generation of the Child”

Continuum 2
Initiative 3, 4, 10, 19, 25, 36, 51, 70, 71
Immunization Internship 11

Government Information Center 26
Governor’s Challenge Cup for Education

40
Governor’s Challenge Scholarship

Program 40
Governor's Coordinating Council for

Families and Children 3–6, 43, 48
‘Brightest Stars Awards’ 5
E-Newsletter 6
Governor's Roundtables for Families
and Children 4  

Governor’s Council on Adolescent
Pregnancy Prevention 43, 52, 53–54

Governor’s Industry Awards for Notable
Teaching in 28

Governor’s Initiative on Substance Abuse
Treatment 56

Sections
Overview 1–6
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Adults 55–72
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Governor’s Substance Abuse Initiative
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“Hearts and Minds” Video 52, 65
Higher Education 42, 50, 53, 60
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Home and Community-Based Services

Waiver 76
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Idaho Department of Correction 57–60
Idaho Department of Correction Women's

Programs 58
Idaho Department of Education 19, 21,

27–30, 46
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Idaho Department of Juvenile
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Idaho Department of Transportation 48
Idaho Division of Veterans Services 76
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Idaho Hispanic Youth Symposium 42
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Idaho Juvenile Justice Commission 47
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Idaho Primary Care Association 50
Idaho Promise Scholarships 41
Idaho Public Television 23, 25 , 26,
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“Idaho Reading Indicator” 27–28
Idaho Reading Initiative 27
Idaho Safe Haven Act 9, 34
Idaho School Safety Hotline 40
Idaho State Board of Education
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Idaho State Library 23–26
Idaho State Library Reading Programs
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Idaho State Planning Council on Mental
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Idaho State Police 44, 45, 48, 62
Idaho State University 11, 41, 51, 64
Idaho Supreme Court 56, 61
Idaho Tobacco Prevention and Control

Program 50

Idaho Tobacco Project 44
Idaho Underage Drinking Prevention 48
Idaho Values Youth Partnership 43
Idaho Veterans Affairs Commission 76
Idaho Women’s Commission 67
Idaho Youth Asset Builders 43
Idaho’s Drug Courts 56, 61
Idaho’s Promise 42, 43
IdahoWorks 70
IDeal 41
IDEAS! 64
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Internship Project 11
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IRIS 10
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Indian 9, 30
Indian Education Committee 30
Indian Health Services 9
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Job Service 68
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Lead Screening 33
Leadership to Keep Children Alcohol

Free 49
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30, 34, 47, 52, 56, 58, 62, 72
Let’s Talk About It 26
Lewis–Clark State College 41, 64
Libraries Linking Idaho 26
Life Skills Demonstration Project 60
LiLI 26
Limited English Proficiency Initiative 30

M
MADD 48, 49
Mayors 5, 25
Medicaid 14–15, 22, 44, 67, 76
Mental Health 4, 19 , 36–38, 51 , 57,

65–66
“Anti-Stigma” Campaign 65
Assertive Community Treatment 65
Children’s Mental Health Alliance 38
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Delivery Project 37
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Health 37
Idaho State Planning Council on Mental
Health 66
“Opening Windows” 52
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Shaken Baby Syndrome  8
Sheriff Offices 48
Spanish 9, 26, 30, 48
Special Education 19, 21, 59
Special Supplemental Nutrition Program

for Women, Infants and Children 9
State Board of Education See Idaho State

Board of Education.
Students Against Destructive Decisions

48
Substance Abuse 4, 9, 44–47, 52, 56–

58, 61–62, 64–65. See also Alcohol,
Drugs, Methamphetamine, and
Tobacco.
Annual Idaho Prevention Conference 44
“Celebrate Graduation” Program 49
Governor’s Interagency Substance Abuse
Task Force 62
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It would be impossible to report on all
activities in Idaho that support children
and family initiatives. This booklet provides
a broad picture of accomplishments taking
place in Idaho since Governor Kempthorne
declared the “Generation of the Child.”

To learn more about Idaho’s “Generation of
the Child” visit www2.state.id.us/
FirstLady/council.html, the Governor’s
Coordinating Council for Families and
Children web site. To receive the Council’s
E-Newsletter or to submit information about
family and children services and programs
in Idaho, contact gcc@hornsales.com.



“If you seek the promise of a bright
future, look into the eyes of a child.”

—Governor Dirk Kempthorne




